
Dear Parents,

Mr Cross is currently attending the Headmasters’ Conference so it is my turn to put 
finger to keyboard for the weekly newsletter!

All the children seem to be fully settled back into the school routine now and it is as if 
the new Year 3s have always been over in the Prep School. It was lovely to get together 
with their parents at their Parents’ Evening last Tuesday evening and pass on the good 
news that all was well.

It has been another busy week full of matches, trips and other events combined with 
plenty of interesting classroom learning. The Year 5s set off for Viney Hill on Wednesday 
with the promise of glorious early autumn sunshine throughout their stay; they returned 
grubby and tired but happy and safe and sound earlier today. I am looking forward to 
hearing all about their various escapades! Year 2 also had a trip to Gloucester earlier in 
the week to look at the history of the cathedral; they were lucky enough to take part in 
three workshops and even dressed up as monks. They then took a look at Gloucester 
city centre before setting off to study a contrasting location – the nearby village of 
Ashleworth, where they finished off a perfect day out with a nice fruity snack on the 
village green.

We had really exciting news on Wednesday evening. Mrs Rees had left school feeling 
under the weather on Tuesday so we weren’t really surprised not to see her the 
following day. However, by lunchtime, she had unexpectedly given birth to Charlie David 
who, in spite of being five weeks early, weighed in at a healthy 5 pounds 11 ounces. Huge 
congratulations to the new family!

Open Morning is taking place on Saturday, October 13th between 9.30 and 11.30. You 
will shortly receive a letter asking whether your child will attend in order to represent 
our school; as usual, the Year 6 – and, very probably, the Year 5 - children will be 
showing visitors round and we hope that as many of them as possible will want to 
carry out this important duty. The coffee and cakes served in the Pre-Prep Hall come 
highly recommended...

Mrs Agg 
Deputy Head

NEWS FROM THE HEAd FRidAy 28TH SEpTEMbER
AuTuMN TERM

Diary dates…
THE WEEk AHEAd
Tue 2nd October
Dean Close Orchestral Day - 
all day (by invitation)
Wed 3rd October
2.00pm – Hockey U9A, U9B 
v Beaudesert and Tockington (A)
2.30pm – Rugby U11, U10A, U10B 
v Beaudesert (A)
3.30pm – Hockey U10A, U10B 
v St Edward’s (A)
Thu 4th October
4.00pm – Hockey U9A, U9B 
v St Edward’s (A)
Fri 5th October
1.00pm – U10/11 Girls’ Football 
Tournament
2.30pm – Rugby U8 v Rendcomb (H)
3.45pm – Rugby U9A, U9B 
v St Edward’s (A)



News from Early Years
This week in Kindergarten; we have been studying our 
faces by looking in mirrors’ the children noticed how 
their faces were different from those of their friends and 
identified their facial features. After looking at photographs 
of each other we iced biscuits to resemble our faces 
and everyone has completed an amazing self -portrait; 
these paintings are displayed in the Kindergarten foyer for 
everyone to enjoy.

In P.E. Miss Keegan has been teaching us how to balance; 
we tried to balance beanbags on our heads and we tried 
really hard to stand on one leg without wobbling. We 
enjoyed this so much that we have been practising our 
balancing everywhere around the school!  

In Letters and Sounds, we have been listening to different 
instruments to develop an awareness of sounds and 
learning to distinguish between sounds heard; this has 
been lots of fun especially when Freddy the Frog puppet 
was involved. 

Reception children are continuing to enjoy their topic “Family 
and Friends” and have really settled into Reception life!

The children received a box of vegetables this week and 
the story book “Oliver’s Vegetables” this week. They decided 
to use pastels to create observational drawings of the 
different vegetables. The children needed to think about 
the colours they would need, the shape of the vegetables 
and how they represented this on the paper. Very detailed 
drawings were created, and we are sure Oliver could 
identify each of the vegetables!

During one of our carousel activities, 
the children explored their senses. 
Using their sense of touch, they used 
the dark box to identify different 
objects, using their sense of smell 
they recognised a variety of smells 
and lastly, using their sense of taste 
they identified a variety of foods. 
Everyone was correct with the 
taste of chocolate!

The children experienced another 
exciting activity in Forest School 
this week. They set off armed 
with iPads and a partner to 
explore our Nature Garden. 
The children worked very well 
in pairs and took a variety of 
photographs. They all gathered 
to compare each other’s 
findings! 

The children are now 
the proud owners of 
book bags; it was well 
worth the long wait! It is so 
important that you check in your child’s 
book bag every day after School as we may have put 
letters, invites and other important information inside it. 
Please can you also make sure that if your child has words 
sent home, they and the reading record are returned to 
school every day as we hear them read daily.  Please feel 
free to write a comment in your child’s reading record. 

Library books are changed every Friday and the children 
have a reading rest every Wednesday. No book bags will 
be sent home on Wednesdays.

The children who attend ballet sessions on Wednesday do 
not need to bring in their school uniform as they can go to 
ballet in P.E kits. We will inform you when your child will 
need ballet kit.

The Reception small dolls house has been loved and used 
so much it will soon need to be recycled. If you have a 
traditional doll’s house your child no longer uses we would 
be very grateful for it. 

 

EARly yEARS  

VAluES TREE

Kindergarten 
Edward H, Lyla, Molly R, 
Lila U-S, Ellis M.
Reception 
Evie, Jack H, Lara, 
Allegra, Annabelle, 
Lucas, Miles, Fergus.

THiS wEEK’S AwARdS



News from around the school

Missing...Hoodie (new style) named SAMPSONBlazer and jumper named MOLLOYMissing blazer named COddiNgtON

Polite Request
Could Pre-Prep parents  

please stand behind the fence  
in the morning at drop off,  

rather than in  
the playground.

TEAM bERky!
Our wonderful team of runners will be taking on the 
Cheltenham Half Marathon on Sunday, supporting two 
wonderful charities, the PTA and Winston’s Wish.

There is a Just Giving Page set up for everyone to get 
behind our runners and give them the extra support to 
get round! 

Please donate to these wonderful charities and show  
our runners our support!

www.justgiving.com/campaign/teamberky

plEASE dig dEEp FOR OuR  
FANTASTic RuNNERS!

OpEN dAy 
SpREAd THE WORd!
Visitors are welcome to come and meet Mr Cross, 
our teachers and pupils and get a taste of the special 
‘Berky’ way of life.

They will be guided around the School by our Year 
5 and 6 pupils and will experience our friendly and 
nurturing environment: they will also see evidence of 
our inspiring teaching and learn just how their child 
will be encouraged to shine here too. 

Saturday 13th October 9.30-11.30



Sports report...
Rugby
u8 bisons v Richard pate School 
On Friday our U8 boys went to RPS for 
their first Tag Rugby Match. All of the 
Bisons (3C) showed a good understanding 
of where they should start a passage of 
play. They quickly got into the arrowhead 
(attacking) or defensive lines when 
necessary. Max H, Arsalaan H, Edward M, 
Felix S and Max Y played great defensive 
games trying to get as many tags as 
possible (well done boys for returning the 
tags to their owners and not just dropping 
them on the floor!). George B and Otto 
S made some great twisting runs to score 
lots of tries (it must also be said that 
almost everyone in the team scored).
There is obviously plenty for us to work 
on (such as running forward in a straight 
line when we have the ball and passing the 
ball backwards once tagged) but for a first 
game, well played boys!

u8 buffaloes v Richard pate School 
The U8 boys made a fantastic start with 
their first matches at RPS last Friday. The 
boys showed great attacking intent and 
always looked dangerous with the ball 
in hand. We linked well as a team and 
supported the ball carrier to set up lots of 
try scoring opportunities. Richie D scored 
an amazing 9 tries, Ben J scored 2 and 
Azlaan H also scored 2. 
I was also very pleased how the boys 
gained in confidence in the tackle area. 
Sam B, Jacob D-T, Jacob F and Barnaby W 
all made good contributions in this area, as 
well as linking well in attack. 
Well done boys for a super performance 
in your first matches for Berky and many 
thanks to our enthusiastic supporters.

u11 v Hatherop
Won 30-20
The U11 travelled to Hatherop on 
Wednesday for their second match of 
the season and produced a stunning 
performance to gain a fine victory. 
Although we were 10-5 down at half 
time, we knew that if we attacked the 
wide channels, our opposition would 
struggle to contain us. This is exactly how 
the game panned out. Excellent defence 
and aggressive work in  the rucks set the 
platform and once we passed the ball 
wide, tries began to come. Finian’s pace 
saw him score three, Noah’s speed and 
nifty footwork accounted for two more 
and George’s strength and direct running 
also saw him go over the line.
Luke and Andrew passed and ran well 
often creating the space for others to 
benefit. Ed, Oscar A and Oscar H worked 
tirelessly in defence and attack and made 
many fine contributions in the match.
This was an excellent all-round team 
performance, where the boys worked 
hard for each other in very warm 
conditions and ran out deserved winners. 
Well done, boys!



Sports report...
HOckEy
u11A v  Rendcomb college 
draw 1-1
It was another warm, autumnal day and 
the first match of the season on astro.  
The squad of nine players was captained 
by Hattie. We rotated the girls on and off, 
varying their positions. After the first half 
it was still 0-0. The girls were very evenly 
matched and the ball was being sent from 
end to end. Hattie made some incredible 
saves and was managing her Defence really 
well. Shortly after the second half began, 
Rendcomb scored. Berky responded 
with great spirit and were chasing down 
every ball.  They were exhausted and 
we continued to roll the girls on and off, 
allowing individuals a quick breather!  Millie 
and Daisy made a strong push forward.  
Millie fed the ball through to Daisy, who 
sent it confidently into the back of the 
goal. A draw was a fair result – the girls all 
played their part and should be proud of 
their collective effort.  Well done girls, it 
was a pleasure, as always!

u11b v Rendcomb college 
Won 4-0
On arrival at the Rendcomb grounds in 
the beautiful sunshine, we discovered 
that our opposition had ‘lost’ two players 
during the day due to illness, so we 
decided to lend some of our girls to 
make up numbers.  Eloise and Edith very 
sportingly and kindly stepped up to do a 
half each. The game started slowly, but 
we soon found our feet (or sticks) and 
Emma scored a super goal. This was soon 
followed up with some excellent play and 
a goal from very close range by Georgie.  
The first half ended at 2-0. Georgie and 
Emma scored again in the second half and 
we witnessed some fantastic teamwork 
from the girls as they settled into their 
stride, which was wonderful to see. Lorien 
easily saved all of the Rendcomb attempts 
at goal and so the match ended 
as a 4-0 win. Sophie was voted 
player of the match, which 
was very well deserved – she 
played excellently, both on the 
wing and in defence. Emily, 
Lizzie, Eloise and Edith all had 
very successful passages of 
play too and a super game of 
hockey was had, made even 
better by the win!


