
Dear Parents,

It has been a super first couple of weeks and it has been lovely to see everyone ready 
for the new term’s challenges and engaging in new topics. Our new starters are settling 
well and are starting to feel part of the Berkhampstead community. I look forward to 
seeing all the Year 3 parents next Tuesday evening and to find out from them how their 
children have settled into Prep.

The summer edition of the Berky Blazer came to you earlier in the week. I hope that you 
enjoy looking back on another successful and happy term... this was a bumper edition 
as so much happened in the Summer! On Monday I announced the Year 6 Monitors, 
House Captains and School Council Leaders. The children were proud to be given these 
responsibilities. They have all shown great leadership skills this term with the way they 
have cared for their Year 3 buddies, but they have additional responsibilities now too.

I have received very positive reports about our former pupils who started in their new 
schools in Year 7 - they are adjusting well and embracing what is on offer in the Berky 
way.  Many of our current Year 6 children attended the Grammar Schools’ Entrance 
Test last Saturday and I am sure that all gave of their best. Preparations for independent 
schools’ entrance tests are underway, along with the main focus of the term which is, of 
course, to stimulate and inspire through creative teaching.

Next week I am away for 3 days at the annual Head’s Conference, this year entitled 
‘Tomorrow’s World; Global Citizens’. The conference gives me the opportunity to gather 
new ideas from inspirational speakers and colleagues and to explore the issues and 
challenges our children face and the changes we could make in our schools to enable 
them to meet these challenges.

Important - If another person is collecting your child from school at the end of the day, 
it is important that you let your child’s form teacher know.  For Early Years and Pre-Prep, 
you can write this arrangement on the relevant notice boards.  For Prep children, you 
can either tell your child or inform the form teacher.  If arrangements change during the 
day, please telephone the school office who will inform the form teacher.

If another person arrives to collect your child and we are not aware of the arrangement, 
the school office will telephone you and ask you to confirm who is collecting your child.  
Unfortunately, without confirmation, we are unable to release your child to another 
person for safeguarding reasons and your child will remain in late club until contact  
has been made.

Richard Cross 
Headmaster
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Diary dates…
THE WEEk aHEad
Tue 25th September
Year 2 trip to Gloucester
6.00pm – Year 3 Parents’ Evening
Wed 26th September
Year 5 Residential trip to Viney Hill
2.30pm – Rugby U11 v Hatherop (A)
2.30pm – Hockey U11B v 
Rendcomb (A)
Thurs 27th September
Year 5 Residential trip to Viney Hill
Fri 28th September
Year 5 Residential trip to Viney Hill
2.00pm – Hockey U9B v 
Rendcomb (A)
3.30pm – Rugby U8 v St Edward’s (A)
7.00pm – PTA AGM & Quiz Night, 
Prep Hall

We regret that we now 
feel the need to publish the 

following number plates

HD52 GBF 
YT12 vFD

ParkinG 
noTice

One of my great challenges is that of 
ensuring our children remain safe at school 
– and when arriving at and departing from 
school. I have had another complaint this 
week about two cars, number plates below 
that have parked on double-yellow lines 
outside 185 Hewlett Road adjacent to the 
safety crossing zone.

If either of these was your car then PLEASE 
do not park here – it is illegal, it is double 
yellow lines, and the cars create a safety 
issue for children and the local residents.

House Captains, from left St Andrew’s, St David’s, St George’s and St Patrick’s

Y6 School 
Council 
Leaders



News from around the school

Missing...Hoodie and school jumper  both named CUSH
Jumper named Cleland

bERky CHELTENHaM  
HaLF MaRaTHON TEaM
berky Cheltenham Half Marathon Team
We have a small number of wonderful parents and 
staff who have volunteered to run the Cheltenham Half 
Marathon on Sunday 30th September to raise funds for 
the PTA and the school’s charity Winston’s Wish.

This is an amazing undertaking and we are extremely 
grateful to these parents and staff for signing up and 
supporting these two great charities.

We have created a JustGiving page in the School’s name 
and are looking for parents to get behind our wonderful 
runners and donate what you can to get them round!  
Once the funds are in we will donate 50% of what is 
raised directly to Winston’s Wish and 50% to the PTA.

Our runners will be out in Berky branded t-shirts so if you 
are out supporting around the course please look out for 
them and cheer them on as they go!

Please use the following link to donate -   
justgiving.com/campaign/teamberky

In addition to the Half Marathon, there is also a 
Community Mile taking place at the Racecourse on 
the same day so the children and those not wishing to 
tackle to full 13.5 miles can also get involved.

The Cheltenham’s Half Marathon Community Mile offers 
families, friends and schools the chance to take part in 
a relaxed 1 mile fun run, jog or walk within the iconic 
Cheltenham Racecourse once the Half Marathon has 
set off at 09:00, and share the excitement of the Half 
Marathon experience without having to complete those 
other 12.1miles! Finishers receive a medal and a bottle  
of water.

Children under the age of 11 years must be accompanied 
by a responsible paying adult. 

Parents of unaccompanied older children must ensure 
their children are accompanied to the start area and met 
at the fun run exit.

It would be great to get some children out running 
too, who can also be sponsored through the same link, 
and then cheer in our half marathon runners at the 
racecourse afterwards.  

To sign up to the Community mile please use the 
following link - https://register.canbook.me/commmile18

Richard Cross and the PTA will be cheering on our 
runners and we would love some other supporters too, 
so if you fancy coming out to cheer on everyone please 
do so!

pLEaSE dIg dEEp FOR OuR  
FaNTaSTIC RuNNERS!

Music news...
Family fun not  

to be missed…

Book Now!



Sports report...
Rugby
u9a v RpS 
Won 20-8
The U9As got off to an excellent start with 
an emphatic victory away at RPS.
Despite RPS starting the game with the 
first free pass we quickly got into our 
stride picking up a loose ball and scoring 
within the first minute of the game. 
We maintained the same intensity and 
enthusiasm throughout the game as tries 
continued to be scored by just about 
everyone on the field. The passing and 
communication between the boys was 
excellent; they worked as a team and 
didn’t rely on solo runs which often 
happens with weak defences. Tackling was 
the winner on the day; it was encouraging 
to see the boys using good technique!
Well done boys - a great effort.

u9a v beaudesert 
draw
Our second game inside a week was 
a tough encounter against Beaudesert. 
The high winds were a significant factor 
in the game and both teams coped well. 
Beaudesert scored inside the first minute 
of the game which was closely followed 
by Berky countering with a try. The game 
was end to end with both sides scoring 
from free passes and running through 
unchallenged defensive lines. There were 
a huge number of positives to take away 
from this game: all the boys ran confidently 
with the ball and at the breakdown they 
recycled the ball well and strung a number 
of good passing moves together. However, 
the key area to focus on in the coming 
weeks must be putting pressure on the 
ball carrier.
Well done, boys, for a very entertaining 
match in tough conditions. 

u11 v bowbrook House 
Lost 7-2
The U11 team had their opening match 
against Bowbrook on Wednesday, and it 
was very much a game of two halves. We 
were a little rusty in the opening half and 
stood off their runners, which allowed 
them to exploit space. We conceded six 
tries and were very much on the back 
foot. However, after an honest discussion 
at half time, the boys started superbly in 
the second half. We were much more 
physical at the break down and showed 
a greater commitment in the tackle. We 
were camped in their half for much of the 
remainder of the game and scored two 
excellent tries from Finian. Although we 
conceded one more, we were definitely 
the stronger team.
Although it was a loss, it was a remarkable 
transformation in the second half, with 
each of the boys playing their part. Noah 
really led the way, taking on boys twice 
his size and driving them backwards. Well 
done for such an improved second half 
performance, boys.

u9b v The Richard pate School 
Won 5-2
Last Friday the U9B played their first 
contact match against RPS. We were the 
more organised in attack and defence, and 
all of the boys got stuck into the physical 
aspects of the game.
We posed an attacking threat throughout, 
and scored five excellent tries. Albie, Harry 
and William had some excellent runs and 
Luke, Rufus and Mateo supported well 
and made some excellent tackles. Robert 
and Hugo made excellent contributions 
in both attack and defence. It was an 
encouraging first game of contact rugby.
Well done to all of the team and many 
thanks to the parents for their support.



Sports report...
HOCkEy
u10a v The Croft 
Won 6-0
What a match!  The girls were like the 
wind – strong, powerful and bowling over 
anything in their path!  All the girls played 
well, swapping positions comfortably and 
moving around the space on the pitch.  
They were looking up before passing 
the ball into space and using the width 
confidently. Charlotte had stepped in as 
goalie; however, she didn’t get a chance to 
touch the ball! Arabella captained the team 
and was strong in defence.  Isla managed 
to score 4 goals, with Joy and Becky 
scoring one each. It was a real team effort 
and although the girls were too strong for 
the opposition, they behaved with humility. 
Well done girls – you were all brilliant!

u10b v The Croft 
Won 2-1
This game was a bit scrappy to start with 
but gradually improved as time ticked 
away. The spacing on the pitch is an area 
that needs a bit of work! This said, Berky 
did have the ball in the attacking half of 
the pitch for a lot of the first half and 
the pressure began to tell. Hazel played 
powerfully and managed to get both 
Berky goals. Well done to her. The score 
was 2-0 at half time. In the second half, 
The Croft girls came more into the game 
and had one or two forays into Berky’s 
defending D. One of these resulted in a 
goal so the score was now 2-1 to Berky. 
This remained the final score. Well done, 
girls, for a good gutsy team effort.

u11a v The Croft 
Lost 1-0
What a treat to see the under 11As in 
action. This was a super close encounter 
with the game moving well from end to 
end. The defence of Hattie, Daisy and 
Simran worked well together especially 
when under pressure. Varnika and Emma 
who swapped in at half time and Anna 
on the other wing held their positions 
well and made some good runs down 
the pitch. Bea in the centre half position 
was superb at chasing down every ball 
and really driving it forward and Millie 
had a solid game at centre forward. A 
draw would have been a fairer result but 
unfortunately the Croft managed to slide 
the ball over the line in the second half. 
There is much promise in this team but 
also much to work on. Looking up before 
hitting the ball and crossing the ball more 
quickly into the D towards the goal are 
areas that need improvement. This said, 
I thought the girls battled well and were 
unlucky not to earn a draw. 

u11b v The Croft 
Lost 2-1
Eloise was strong in defence with a few 
great clears allowing Frankie to pick up the 
ball and drive forward into our attacking 
end. Emily and Eloise were steady, clearing 
the ball during the first half; unfortunately 
in the first 10 minutes, The Croft just 
managed to sneak past us and get a goal. 
Frankie and Georgie worked extremely 
hard together creating some great play 
with strong passes and movement.  
Lizzie worked well on the wing; she 
drove forward with the ball passing to 
Frankie who had a clear run on goal, 
Sophie came in to get the last touch on 
the ball to ensure we got a goal! Edith 
made some great tackles during the game 
allowing our girls to gain the advantage. 
Lorien had to fight against the wind the 
whole game, trying not to get blown over 
as well as save goals! She worked well and 
during the second half really stepped up 
and did some great saves. Well done, girls, 
for fighting against the gale force winds to 
play hockey!

u10a v kitebrook School 
Won 5-2
What a lovely countryside setting 
and what a good start to the season. 
Captained by Becky, the girls were on 
the attack from the first whistle. Berky 
had most of the play but defended firmly 
when needed. There are of course things 
to work on, for instance, looking up when 
passing the ball and getting the ball wide 
onto the wings as against straight down 
the middle where everyone is standing! 
Super goals by Izzy (2), Isla (2) and Joy 
gave a final score of 5-2 to Berky. Well 
done everyone!


