
Dear Parents

It has been a super first couple of weeks and it has been lovely to see everyone ready 
for the new term’s challenges and engaging in new topics. We have had many new 
starters at Berky this term and they have settled well. A warm welcome to Harvey, 
Henry, Henrietta, Finley, Esme, Adelaide and Freddie in Kindergarten, Lilian and Florence, 
Arlo, Betty, Rocco, Rupert, Blaise, Barnaby and Georgiana further up the school. They 
have all settled in brilliantly and are very much part of the Berky community already.

My office seems to be in a rain forest! Year 1 and 2 are studying biodiversity and learning 
the importance of maintaining the animals and insects in our world. They have adopted 
two gorillas – Mugaruka and Chimanuka – who live in the Kahuzi-Biéga National Park 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. This means that the National Park can afford 
the protection from poachers the gorillas need to survive. The rainforest in which they 
live is home to over 1,000 plant species and many mammals, birds and insects. As you 
can imagine the children are excited about learning more about the rainforest and 
determined to do what they can to help protect the gorillas and all the species  
alive there.

Last Sunday was the annual Roald Dahl Day and in assemblies this week I took the 
opportunity to read from his book ‘My Year’. In this he writes, ‘I have always loved 
September. As a schoolboy I loved it because it is the Month of the Conker’. I explained 
to the children a little about the game of conkers and many were already collecting 
them. In the words of Roald Dahl, ‘I could go on for hours about the best shape to 
select for a fighting conker - always, the flat sharp-edged one, never the big round fellow 
- and I could talk about the relative merits of using thin and thick string.’ Since Monday 
I have spent much time drilling and stringing conkers for the children! Sadly, the annual 
World Conker Championships have been cancelled this year, but I am sure games will 
be enjoyed in school.

Yesterday saw the Year 5 trip to Viney Hill Adventure Centre set off in the school 
minibuses. Rather than a residential trip this year, they are spending two days there and 
then returning each evening – last night not until 8:30pm. Viney Hill is a super venue  
and there is a range of fabulously exciting activities and team building exercises planned.   
The children invariably get a great deal out of this trip and I know Mr Banks,  
Miss Keegan, Mr Morphew and Miss Evans have also been looking forward to it.

Mr Cole has been busy signing up new members to our ever-popular Chess Club and 
there is some raw talent there which promises well for the future. He has started with 
the older year groups but will be introducing chess club to Year 3 - and eventually  
Year 2 - later in the term and year.

Please label ALL clothing and kit - it is more important than ever that we  
don’t get kit mixed up.

Have a good weekend.

Richard Cross 
Headmaster
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Please follow us...

Take a look at our Instagram  

and Twitter feeds for daily insights  

into Berky life. Follow us at  

berkhampstead_school (Instagram)  

and @BerkyCheltenham (Twitter). 

Head of Pastoral Care, Mrs Bareham 

also hosts a Twitter feed:  

@Berkypastoral



We have had an amazing start in Kindergarten; the 
children have settled so quickly and are enjoying playing 
together. We have been concentrating on making 
new friends and getting to know each other through 
fun games and activities. During Circle Times, we have 
been encouraging self-confidence and asking children to 
talk openly within the group. They have been able tell 
everyone their name and a fun fact about themselves such 
as what their favourite food is or what they like to play 
with; the children have been brilliant at asking each other 
questions too. 

We have been exploring our new environment, 
particularly enjoying time in our outdoor classroom and 
playground. Inside, this week, the children have made their 
own playdough and then used it to make some funny 
faces. We have been mark making in sand and working on 
fine motor skills by using tweezers to pick up buttons.

Kindergarten is full of new experiences and the children 
have been brilliant in trying new things and going to new 
places. MM

The children in Reception are off to an excellent start at 
school and the teachers are so proud of how well they 
have all settled.

This term’s topic is ‘Home and Away’ and the children 
have been thinking about their families at home. In 
Literacy, they have been discussing what they love about 
their mummies and daddies and have drawn a picture of 
them. They have also shared photos of their families and 
told their friends about the people they live with and what 
they enjoy doing. In art, the children have drawn a picture 
of their family, thinking about the people and animals they 
live with and the colours and shapes they needed to use. 

The children have been introduced to ‘Google Maps’ and 
have taken a look at the school from a bird’s eye view. 
They could see the bright colours of the playground, the 
different buildings and some even noticed the minibuses!

The children have had great fun during Forest School. After 
exploring the nature garden, they decided on a set of rules 
they must follow to stay safe and look after the wildlife. 
They have also been thinking about different animal habitats 
and have matched the animal to its home. AH

News from Early YearsNews from Early Years

Academy SportsAcademy Sports Clothing - suppliers of  
our sports kit - would like to reassure 

parents that apart from the Small Youth Prep 
Hoodies, they have plenty of stock available 
in store. The hoodies will be back in later  
this month. Please note that the shop  

will be closed today and tomorrow due  to building work. 

EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

Kindergarten 
Finley S, Elias S R,  
Henrietta C, Neala K-C 
Stars - Freddie W,  Arabella G
Reception
Devan P, Ned D, Betty D, 
Jack W, Blaise K, Chloe W, 
Florence P, Lucy W  
 
 

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS


