
Dear Parents,

What a week it has been - another of those extraordinarily busy ones that we 
plan from time to time. I hope that everyone has a chance for some rest and 
relaxation this weekend, ready for the final, equally busy week before half term; 
maybe some of you will spend a bit of time watching the Royal Wedding.

I was at Eton College yesterday for a Heads’ District Meeting; it was fascinating to 
be close to Windsor and to be at the school that educated Prince Harry. It was 
an excellent meeting which included discussions on some interesting research into 
developing handwriting in Early Years and the ‘active learning’ approach (on which 
the staff will be having a training session in September), plus a presentation from  
a ‘SuperHead’ of a difficult comprehensive school in East London – what a 
contrast to where this presentation took place!

The preparations for the Headmaster’s Picnic next week are underway.  
This is being held to mark the wedding of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle. The 
year groups will join together for fun and games – it is always lovely to see the 
youngest and oldest enjoying time together – and we will all, weather permitting, 
have our picnic lunch out on the Pre-Prep lawn.

This week has also included some enjoyable and educational ‘hands on’ days: 
the Year 1 children were awash with junk, card, paper and glue as they created 
lighthouses during their busy DT Day, while Year 2 had a exciting day out at 
Batsford Arboretum, learning all about flowers, trees and habitats.

The weather has been superb for our Year 6 on their activity residential at Viney 
Hill; it does make such a difference to their enjoyment…particularly the water 
sports. They arrived back safe and sound yesterday afternoon and the early 
reports I’ve had have been very positive; the children’s ‘can-do’ attitude and 
co-operative approach were very much in evidence. You collected tired children 
and soggy clothing no doubt... but along with that, your children will have some 
wonderful memories of happy times spent with school friends.

This afternoon, I am travelling to a school in Newbury with Mr Cole  
and our Berky Quiz Team – Leslie, Oscar, Jonathan and Lucy 
– to take part in the semi-finals of the National Schools’ Quiz 
Championships. Fingers crossed!

Richard Cross 
Headmaster
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Diary dates…
THE WEEk aHEad
Sat 19th May
10.00am – 3.00pm Primary Chess 
Congress, St Gregory’s School
Mon 21st May
4.15pm-5.15pm Year 2-Year 5 
Summer Music Recital, Prep Hall
Wed 23rd May
2.30pm – Rounders U11A, U11B, 
U10A and U10B v The Croft (A)
2.30pm – Cricket U11 v Hatherop (A)
3.00pm – Cricket U9A and U9B 
v St Edward’s (A) – to be held at 
Charlton Kings CC
3.45pm – 4.30pm Kindergarten 
‘Wednesday Wander’
Thu 24th May
2.00pm – 3.30pm Year 2-Year 5 
Music Taster Afternoon
Fri 25th May
12.00 noon – Royal Wedding  
Street Party, Whole School
 
Saturday 26th May to Sunday 3rd 
June: Half Term
School returns Monday 4th June            

‘Royal wedding  street party’On Friday 25th May  Mufti dayRed, White and Blue themed dress. 
Please bring in £1 to be donated to the 
Prince’s Charities. (See next page for 

Kindergarten dress code)



The Early years children have been busy over 
the past few weeks ranging from releasing our 
butterflies, making bread just like the Little Red 
Hen to interviewing Superworm characters. 

In Kindergarten the children have 
loved using their senses in the 
outdoor classroom, playing with 
jelly, gloop and mashed potato, 
they were able to describe how 
it felt on their hands… squishy, 
sticky and slimy. It provided 
them with opportunities to 
manipulate and develop fine 
motor skills and coordination, 
as well as creating great 
opportunities for developing 
new words.

We have been reading different versions of the story 
The Little Red Hen; the children noticed that characters 
change, the story endings can be different and the content 
can vary, they have enjoyed joining in with a well-known 
story, and are beginning to be aware of the way stories 
are structured. The Little Red Hen then visited the 
Kindergarten and inspired us to make our own bread in the 
cookery room where everyone got involved. The children 
learnt through tasting, feeling, smelling and listening; this 
practical experience enabled the children to use essential 
skills such as reading, following instructions, measuring 
and noticing changes that occurred to the dough.  It was 
interesting to hear what yummy fillings the children put into 
their bread at home, although our bakers were so good 
most rolls didn’t even make it past the Kindergarten door!

Reception children took part in ‘hot seating.’ A child took 
on the role of one of the characters from Superworm. 
The other children asked questions and the character in 
role answered the questions in as much detail as possible. 
The children had a really good time and 
asked excellent questions and we found 
out many things about the characters. 
Following on from this, they wrote 
questions for the three main characters.

During maths this week the children investigated number 
patterns, counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. They looked at times 
when we can use this e.g. counting money and worked out 
the total number of 2p, 5p or 10p coins in the purses. The 
children became superheroes by rescuing Superworm back 
home to his friends following the path that counted in 10s.

The children have learnt the art of being patient over 
the past few weeks waiting for our butterflies to emerge. 
Great excitement mounted as the children spotted them 
flying around the net! Everyone agreed to release them 
in the nature garden. The children waved goodbye as the 
butterflies fluttered happily away. Keeping the butterflies in 
the classroom has given the children an opportunity to see 
the life cycle of the butterfly first-hand. 

Reception children had a very important visitor this week; 
Mrs High introduced baby 
George to the children. 
George thoroughly enjoyed 
the attention he was given  
and was very well behaved! 
Even Mr Cross came 
to visit him and held his 
youngest recruit.

News from Early Years...

Royal wedding partyThe Kindergarten are having a royal wedding 
party on May 25 from 9.00am - 1.00pm 
and all Kindergarten children are invited. We 
would like the children to come dressed as a 
prince or princess or as if they are attending 
a wedding as a guest. They will be taking part 
in various themed activities throughout the 
morning and lunch will be provided!



yEaR 6  
aRT day
The art room has been a 
particularly exciting hub of 
creativity this week! Visiting 
London artist Tim Davies was 
invited to school to create a 
collaborative work of art with 
Year 6. One of his specialities 
is creating vibrant perspex 
screens filled with children’s 
art as a permanent outdoors 
display - so a Berky version 
is perfect for brightening up 
the Prep playground. 

Adopting a nature-theme - 
inspired by Damien Hirst’s 
well-known insect studies 
- Year 6 had a brilliant day 
learning the technique for 

creating their plethora of insects and 
vegetation. The design returned with Tim to London for mounting 
and framing, and returned to school just in time for Year 6’s return 
from their residential trip to Viney Hill yesterday! 

News from around the school...

Found...
Little Tikes car seat  in pink - please collect  from office

On a dark and stormy night when Edna Andrews was headmistress, the 
wind was whistling in the trees as a gale whipped around the school. 
Nobody in the outside world had any idea what was going on inside. 

The only clue was the strange noises coming from the science lab. 

As the storm advanced towards the school, a lightning bolt struck the science lab 
as Mr Morphew’s great grandfather was lining up his chemicals on the shelves. 
Disaster struck as all the test tubes burst open, spilling their contents into the fish 
tank below. The luminescent liquids swirled around the tank like mist engulfing the 
fish within. The water was bubbling and foaming violently before the glass smashed 
into a million pieces. Mr Morphew’s great grandfather stumbled backwards as the 
smoke cleared, revealing a silhouette curled up on the floor.

Silently and swiftly the dragon rose, revealing his red and blue scaly skin which 
glistened and sparkled with yellows and greens in the moonlight. He burrowed down 
into the ground but before he disappeared completely, he winked and said with a 
whimsical smile,

“I am Tolkien, the guardian and protector of Berky. I am here to protect the children 
and school, fighting evil and keeping you safe. I will remain as stone until you call 
me and need me. I am here for you and will persevere until the end. If I could leave 
you with one motto to live by until I am needed, then it would be ‘Perseverantia 
Vincit’. Split the school into four houses - St Andrew’s, St David’s, St George’s 
and St Patrick’s for hope, courage, kindness and determination - and you will  
be strong.”

With that, he disappeared into the deep depths of the school where he now lays in 
wait outside the English classroom. If ever he is needed, the magic will be found in 
the book ‘Lord of the Rings’ on Miss Evans’s shelf. Take the book and repeat the 
phrase:“Dragon, Dragon, arise from the smoke, Help us now and find our hope!” 

Ye olde story of Tolkien,  
      the protector of Berky...

TOLkiEN THE dRagON, 
PROTEcTOR OF BERky
Not so long ago, a stone dragon appeared 
mysteriously in the Prep garden outside  
Miss Evans’s classroom. No-one could work 
out how it got there. One day Miss Evans was 
teaching Year 6, and she and our eldest pupils put 
their heads together to collaborate on a piece of 
writing to explain the legend of the Berky dragon. 
The children shared ideas and used their editing 
skills to produce a wonderful piece of prose that has 
now been framed and put up outside the office in 
the Prep. Tolkien, protector of Berky, will now forever 
guard the School.

cHESS NEWS
Congratulations to all these chess players who have 

qualified for the National Megafinal in Solihull:

Y3 Beatrice N (Suprema), Y3 Henry R,  Y4 Rupert G (Supremo)
Y4 Griff L,  Y4 Oli S,  Y5 Finian C,  Y5 Noah W,  Y6 Rhys L.



Sports report...
cRickET
u11a v Bowbrook House 
Won by 115 runs
The boys played their second game of 
the season in wonderful conditions on 
the sun-bathed Victoria Ground. Our 
opponents batted first and we had them 
under pressure from the first ball. Our 
bowling was noticeably tighter than last 
week and our energy and communication 
in the field was superb. Bowbrook’s total 
was 235, losing 7 wickets in their innings. 
Our wicket takers were Charlton, James S, 
Luke, Andrew and George de B-T. 
All of our batsmen contributed runs to the 
total. Olly and James got us off to a good 
start, scoring 36 from the first 4 overs. 
Charlton and Rhys ran well between the 
wickets and scored 40. Luke and Andrew 
continued to build the total with 38 and 
Adam and George de B-T completed our 
innings with a contribution of 38. Adam 
was top scorer with 21, followed closely 
by Rhys on 18 and Olly on 17. Our final 
total was 350. This was a comfortable 
victory and a very pleasing team effort. 
Well done to all of the boys!

 

u11B v Bowbrook House
Berkhampstead 370-1 
Bowbrook House 247-10
On Monday afternoon the 11B team 
played Bowbrook House at the Victoria 
Ground. For some of the boys this was 
their first match this season because we’ve 
had a few weeks of wet and unsettled 
weather. Berky won the toss and chose 
to field first. The boys bowled and 
fielded well with most bowlers earning 
themselves a wicket. Bowbrook finished 
their innings with 247-10. The boys from 
Bowbrook found bowling a challenge and 
gave away a lot of wides and no balls. Our 
boys tried to hit every ball though which 
was excellent and as a result they scored 
many 4s as well as Charlie who scored 3 
6s! After the first 6 overs the game was 
ours and our innings finished 370-1. 
A fantastic result, well done boys and 
thank you to the parents who came  
along to support them.



Sports report...
ROuNdERS
u10B v Richard Pate School 
Lost 13-11 ½ 
This was a good first outing for the Berky 
girls who led this match at the half way 
stage by the narrowest of margins of 8 ½ 
rounders to 8. This was partially helped 
by several bowling errors from RPS, and 
Eloise managed a terrific whole rounder- 
well done! Frankie did an excellent job for 
Berky from the bowling square which is 
no easy task – well done! In our second 
batting innings we managed to increase 
our total by 3 rounders with Anna scoring 
a well-deserved whole rounder. Our 
fielding now needed to be up to scratch 
and in the main it was, but RPS had a little 
more hitting power and increased their 
tally to 13. It was a shame having led the 
match after the first innings but there are 
promising signs. There are also things to 
work on during the rest of the season, for 
instance, better running between the posts 
and more hitting practice. Thank you to 
Grace for playing up in the under  
10B team. 
Well tried, girls!


