
Dear Parents,

What a week it’s been! I have seen aliens in Reception, super heros in Year 1 and 
two huge knights have appeared guarding the Year 2 classrooms! The early football 
and netball matches of the season kicked off and were played in good spirit, despite 
the rather wet turn to the weather.  There were some encouraging performances 
across the board - there is some way to go before we reach our best form though 
and as the season progresses this will inevitably happen.  After school games 
sessions for the Prep children will of course help with this and these will commence 
after half term when the evenings are lighter and the weather more clement.

This weekend we look forward to the annual Berky Chess Congress. Around  
40 children will be in school tomorrow competing for badges, stickers, furry 
creatures and trophies! This event is great fun and also counts towards qualifying for 
the County Chess Megafinal at various age levels. Good luck to all those taking part.

Put Friday 25th January into your calendars for a menu tasting opportunity after 
drop-off in the morning. Please make your way to the Pre-Prep Hall where our 
catering team will provide drinks and tasters of some of the menu options for this 
term. I look forward to seeing you there.

Over 140 pupils and parents are coming together next Saturday, 26th January to 
support Cheltenham Town FC when they play Macclesfield Town at the Jonny-Rocks 
Stadium. Fingers crossed for a good game and the right result!

Thank you.

Richard Cross 
Headmaster

NEWS FROM THE HEad

Diary dates…
THE WEEk aHEad
Sat 19th January 
10.00am - 3.00pm -  
Berky Chess Congress
Wed 23rd January 
2.15pm - Football U11  
v Rendcomb (A)
2.30pm - Netball U10A, U10B  
v Richard Pate (A)
2.30pm - Netball U9A, U9B  
v Beaudesert (H)
3.00pm - Football U9A, U9B  
v St Edward’s (H)
8.00pm - PTA Meeting,  
Pre-Prep Hall, Parents’ welcome
Fri 25th January 
8.40am - Prep Assembly by 
Cheltenham Town FC
8.45am - Parents invited to  
‘Taste the Menu’, Pre-Prep Hall
3.00pm - Football U8  
v Richard Pate (A)

FRiday 18TH JaNuaRy
SpRiNg TERM

aCORNS  
CHiLdREN’S HOSpiCE 
We were delighted to welcome  
Mel Hall from Acorns Children’s 
Hospice to the Prep assembly this 
morning. She showed the children  
a moving film about all the wonderful 
work they do at the hospice - and 

thanked everyone for working so 
hard to raise £400 so far.

She then visited the Pre-Prep 
assembly, and after a chat 
about the work they do, she 
answered questions from 
our Years 1 and 2. Next 
week the school council will 
discuss further fund-easing 
ideas for Acorns.  
(Shown are our two Y6  
school council leaders).



News from around the school
WaSTE WORkSHOp

Last week the Year 4s made a waste 
pizza and filled a bin with a variety 
of rubbish! Scissors, glue sticks, 
plastics, leaves, twigs, metal caps, 
polystyrene, material and spaghetti 
were just a few of the items the 
children glued into place. They 

were incredibly imaginative, and I 
have never had so many 3D creations. 

Their pizzas and bins are now displayed 
in a vertical position on one of the boards 

in the Geography room hopefully for all the bits 
and pieces to stay in place! A fun and chaotic lesson.

yEaR 1 viSiT piTTviLLE paRk 
On a chilly Thursday morning, Year 1 pupils wrapped 
up as warmly as they could, and trotted off to Pittville 
Park to look for signs of Winter. They made insightful 
observations about the changes in the park since their 
Autumn walk, and predictions of the changes that would 
happen in the Spring. They noticed differences in the 
trees, the wildlife and the weather. A bonus of the trip 
was bumping into the ‘Friends of Pittville Park,’ who spoke 
to the children about the worthy work that they do to 
look after our wonderful local park. Mrs Langley-King 
was delighted with the behaviour of the year group and 
commented, “None of us noticed the cold as we were 
all so excited to visit the park again.” Everyone is looking 
forward to their next visit in the Spring.

Missing...Missing Prep coat  named FARR



Sports report...
FOOTbaLL
u11 v bowbrook House  
Won 3-0
The U11 team continued their good start to 
the season in an entertaining game against 
Bowbrook. In the first half we played with 
lots of energy and consistently won the 50/50 
challenges. Noah, George and Andrew led the 
way in this area.This enabled us to get forward 
more often than our opponents and create 
some goal scoring opportunities. We scored 
three first half goals through Jensen, Oscar H  
and Luke. The second half was an even 
contest. Bowbrook had more possession than 
the first half and created a few more chances.  
However they were unable to get many shots 
on target due to some stout defending from 
Ed, Oscar A and Oscar H. The Berky boys 
played some excellent football in the second 
half with Finian working well in midfield to 
open up the Bowbrook defence. However we 
were unable to add to our tally and 3-0 was  
the final result. Well done for another fine 
performance boys and many thanks to the 
parents for their support. 

u10a v bowbrook House 
Lost 1-5
On Monday the U10A team had their first 
match of the season against Bowbrook House. 
This was a close match with both teams 
evenly matched. The boys created some great 
opportunities when they were attacking and 
made their goalkeeper work hard. Theo had 
a good game, hitting the bar from a free kick, 
and he fed some great balls through to the 
box. Alex D also had a good match and he 
linked up well with the central midfielders. 
Unfortunately, the match finished 5-1 to 
Bowbrook, with Jack scoring the goal for 
Berkhampstead. This was a superb goal and 
well deserved for Jack. Thank you to all the 
parents who came along to support the boys.

u10a v Richard pate School 
Lost 2-3
On Wednesday the U10A team travelled to 
RPS. Both teams were evenly matched and 
it was a fantastic afternoon of football. RPS 
scored the first early on but the boys kept 
their heads up and worked hard to draw level. 
RPS put a lot of pressure on our defence and 
the defenders worked hard to clear the ball 
and relieve the pressure on our goalkeeper.  
I was impressed with the pace that the boys 
counter-attacked with and they created some 
great chances. Lincoln had a good game in 
midfield and he linked up well with Jonny to 
create two goals for Berky. Unfortunately 

the boys lost this game 3-2 but they worked 
relentlessly until the final whistle which was 
great to see. Thanks, again, to all the parents 
who came along to support the boys.

u10b v Richard pate School  
Lost 2-3
On a chilly Wednesday afternoon, the U10B 
team travelled to RPS to play a friendly 
football fixture. We started brightly and took 
the lead through a lovely finish from Harry, 
giving their ‘keeper no chance. However, our 
opposition grew into the match and were 
soon level before taking the lead shortly 
before the break. We had our chances, forcing 
a string of corners through good work from 
Rupert on the right but could not capitalise 
or find a way through. We would have been 
further behind if it were not for Ethan making 
some fine saves in goal and Alex’s strong 
tackling in the heart of the defence. In the 
second half, we showed some nice touches, 
trying to get the ball forward to Jonathan, 
but went 3-1 down and we were up against 
it. Oli moved to midfield and it was he who 
helped create a possible comeback, starting 
off our attack which was finished off neatly 
by Jonathan to make it 3-2. Despite Archie 
looking dangerous we couldn’t find our way 
through to salvage the draw. In a match which 
could have gone either way, we were on the 
losing side of a 3-2 score line. 

u10b v bowbrook 
Won 3-1
The U10B team started the season extremely 
well with a very promising performance 
against Bowbrook. Both sides started the 
game slowly and quite unstructured... 
reminding me of bees around a honey pot! 
However, Berky got into their stride and 
better shape with the back three of Griff, 
Harry and Alex ensuring there was good 
distribution of the ball to the forwards. 
Towards the end of the first half it was 
Harry who broke the deadlock by pushing 
forward and getting on the end of good team 
play. Another goal for Harry soon followed 
and Berky ended the half 2-0 up. After 
half time both teams played much better 
quality football with the three Berky midfield 
of Jonathan, Oli and Archie playing their 
positions more consistently. Harry took over 
goalkeeping duties from Ethan (who hadn’t 
been troubled in the first half) and Rupert, 
playing centre-forward, had two, or three 
great chances on the opposition’s goal. It was 
the persistency of Jonathan that created the 
third goal as his pressure on their defence led 
to a clearance being blocked and the ricochet 

sailing over the head of the goalkeeper.  
There were more chances for Berky but in 
the dying minutes Bowbrook broke away  
in midfield and scored a consolation goal.  
A great game and well-deserved win for 
Berky. Well done boys!

u9a v Cheltenham College 
Lost 2-4
Berky U9A played their first match of the 
season against Cheltenham College in a game 
of ‘two halves’. The first half started tentatively 
with both sides trying to string passes together 
and organise themselves in defence. Oli and 
Henry ran a solid back line with little getting 
through. Freddie, in goal, made a couple 
of excellent saves from set pieces and was 
unflappable throughout the game. Patrick, 
Albie and Will started to find some space and 
a lovely through ball from Albie enabled Will 
to score first which was very much against 
the run of play. We were slow to start the 
second half and Cheltenham got behind our 
defence and scored two quick goals. The boys 
didn’t panic and Patrick, whose work rate 
throughout the match was outstanding, put 
us level with a great solo run through their 
defence. Harry A had some good chances and 
linked in nicely at times with Rufus on the left-
hand side; however two further goals from the 
home side sealed the result. Berky didn’t stop 
fighting and were often thwarted by a solid 
Cheltenham defence. Despite the loss this 
was a very good effort against a strong, well- 
drilled side with all the boys showing a very 
determined and enthusiastic performance. 
Well done boys!

u9b v Cheltenham College 
Won 6-0
The U9B team started the season with 
a resounding victory against Cheltenham 
College. From the beginning of the match 
our boys were quicker to the challenges and 
played the ball forward at every opportunity. 
This was a continuing theme throughout the 
match, with the Berky Boys creating lots of 
goal scoring opportunities. Our goals came 
from William S (2), Mateo (2), Henry T and 
Charles. Equally impressive were our strong 
challenges in the tackle. Will J, Robert, Albie 
B-C, Luke and Hugo all made excellent 
contributions in this area. In the second half 
the boys also started to pass the ball more 
and this will be something we will continue to 
work on in the coming weeks. Well done for 
a fantastic match, boys, and many thanks to 
our enthusiastic supporters.



Sports report...
NETbaLL 
u11a v Cricklade Manor 
Won 6-1 
We arrived ready for our first game of 
the season, and it was pouring down. We 
had to play inside and shorten our games 
ever so slightly to allow us all to fit in game 
play. I am sure the girls were happy to play 
inside! In this start to the season, there 
were fast strong passes and some great 
shooting with strong defence, mixed in 
with a handful of footwork and contact! In 
the first 5 minutes we went 3-0 up; they 
managed to break through our defence 
and score a goal but before the half time 
whistle was blown we managed a further 
2 goals. We started the second half 5-1 to 
us; there were lots of positional changes 
and it took a while for the girls to settle 
into the changes and get used to their new 
roles on court. We achieved one more 
goal during the second half. Winning our 
first game 6-1 is a great start and I think 
this is going to be a good season for the 
Year 6s. Well done girls! 

u10a v Cricklade Manor 
Lost 2-1
Our first game of the season and we had 
to shorten the match due to the weather 
conditions. The girls had to adapt and 
play inside in the gym. The first half was 
fast and furious with the girls struggling to 
control their footwork. They were passing 
the ball well and creating space but just 
lacked control in their movements. The 
match was very even; Cricklade Manor 
managed to score just before the whistle 
was blown.  We swapped a few positions 
around for the second half and the girls 
were working really hard to focus on their 
footwork. This time they created more 
chances and Izzy was able to equalise the 
score. Unfortunately Cricklade fought back, 
scoring a second. It was a very even match 
and for the first match of the season 
they played well. We need to work on 
footwork and positioning on the court 
but it was a promising start to the season.  
Well done girls!


