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Dear Parents,

Some fine weather at last! This has enabled our cricket teams to play the first 
matches of the season as you will read later on. For the first time this year, the girls 
are also playing cricket as their main sport; it is a wonderful game and I am sure that 
they will really enjoy learning to play it. The sunshine also meant that Miss Latham’s 
Year 1 Sketch Club and Miss Walter’s Year 3 Geography lesson could happen in 
the Wildlife Garden, Year 2 could have fun learning about capacity outside in the 
playground and Year 6 could hold their Fiver Challenge sale out of doors; the  
Prep children had a marvellous time buying all sorts of goods created by the 
enterprising Year 6s.

On Monday, Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Gifford’s Circus where they 
watched a colourful and entertaining psychedelic show called ‘Xanadu’. This was 
‘flower power’ themed and so included various rock stars and hippies, along with 
one of our favourite performers, the hilarious Tweedy the Clown!

This time in the Summer term always sees a steady trickle of children leaving 
school at funny times of day to visit the Cheltenham Festival of the Performing 
Arts to demonstrate their skills in Speech and Drama, Music and Dance. We are 
always delighted to hear of the children’s success but are just as proud of everyone 
who participates; some people are natural performers while others find it more 
challenging. Special congratulations go to Jonathan B who was awarded a Gold 
medal for his recitation of Lewis Carroll’s nonsense poem ‘Jabberwocky’, Bea-Bea 
M-D who was awarded a Silver medal for her recitation of ‘Ten Top Tips For Kids’ 
and Griff L who was awarded a Silver medal for his performance on the trombone 
of a Harry Potter theme in the Jazz class. On Wednesday, Mr Trim’s Chamber 
Ensemble (Grace W, Jonathan B, Emma S, George R, Frankie R, Andrew P and 
Eleanor T) also visited the Festival and played three pieces to a hugely impressed 
adjudicator who commented on their professional standard of performance - tight 
ensemble playing, excellent dynamics and mature musicality - and awarded them 
the cup along with a rare ‘Outstanding’ mark. We are proud of our winners and of 
everyone who took part and we look forward to hearing from those children who 
are still to perform.

A magnificent haul of trophies appeared in school on Thursday. Griff L and Tom 
C-G had won several of them at a Martial Arts competition over the weekend and 
Darcey C had triumphed yet again at another big Irish Dancing event. There has 
also been plenty of Chess action this week as you will see from Mr Cole’s report. 
One of our Year 3s, Isla R, missed the Gloucestershire Megafinal and decided to go 
and compete in Worcestershire instead; she returned victorious with a magnificent 
trophy and the title of Suprema. We now have two Year 3 Supremas!  
Our development team did very well to come second in a tournament for  
local schools held at the weekend; Mr Cole was very proud.

NEWS FROM THE HEad

Diary dates…
Mon 20th May 
4.15pm Year 2-Year 5  
Summer Music Recital, Prep Hall
Tue 21st May 
KG (Pre-School) trip to  
Cotswold Wildlife Park
Wed 22nd May 
Year 6 Residential trip to Viney Hill
2.30pm - U10A, U10B Boys 
Cricket v Dean Close (A)
Thur 23rd May 
Year 6 Residential trip to Viney Hill
Fri 24th May 
Year 6 Residential trip to Viney Hill
2.00pm - 3.30pm Year 2-Year 5 
Music Taster Afternoon

Saturday 25th May  
to Sunday 2nd June
HaLF TERM
 
Mon 3rd June 
School returns
Year 3 trip to Bristol Zoo

FRiday 17TH May
SuMMER TERM

Thank you...

To everyone who contributed 

to onesie/py jama day -  

we made a brilliant   

£219.25 for Acorns 

Children’s Hospice. 



Soft toys...
Could you please rummage 

in your toy boxes for any 

unwanted soft toys in good 

condition? They are for the 

special Summer Fete  

‘Animal’ stall.

NEWS FROM THE HEad cONTiNuEd

Today’s weather has been disappointing but nothing could dampen the spirits of  
the Early Years children and staff as they enjoyed showing off their school activities 
to the many visitors who attended their Open Morning. The youngest visitors joined 
in enthusiastically with French, Music, P.E. and Forest School activities and enjoyed 
meeting our wonderful Year 6 guides, Millie W and George R. Many thanks too to 
our parent helpers for giving up their time to serve the coffee and cakes and chat 
with the visitors.

On a more serious note, you may have read on the Gloucestershire Live website 
that yesterday Mr Lauriault appeared before the magistrates in Cheltenham and was 
formally charged with two offences relating to his time as the Berky PTA Treasurer. 
The Magistrates decided the case should be remitted to Gloucester Crown Court 
and he was released on bail subject to a duty to surrender to the Crown Court at 
9.15am on Friday 14th June. I ask that you continue to allow the court proceedings 
to take their course and respect this process as well as the privacy of the family 
concerned.

 

Richard cross 
Headmaster



News from Early Years...
The Early Years children have been busy over the past few 
weeks and they were so proud to be part of our  
Open Morning today! The children and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed participating in all the activities. The children 
proved to be great ambassadors for our school and we 
were very proud of them.

Kindergarten have been making the most of the beautiful 
sunny weather this week and enjoying our outdoor 
classroom. The children have been investigating in the new 
sensory areas whilst digging for animals and 2D shapes.  
We have been learning about capacity within the water 
tray and understanding about road safety whilst playing on 
the new roadway area.

The Year 6 leavers of 2018 very kindly bought the school 
a storytelling chair, this has been placed in our story area 
where the children have been reading stories to each other 
and also acting out their favourite stories together. With 
the new small seating areas we are now able to have whole 
class stories outside; it has proved to be a real hit with our 
little ones and a great resource for the school.

Also this week the first group of children have had their 
final session at Forest School, having experienced outdoor 
learning within a woodland area. The activities experienced 
have been: looking for treasure naturally found within 
the woodland, making bird calls then creating a nest for 
different native birds and having a minibeast hunt. Forest 
Schools sessions have allowed the children to explore and 
learn at their own pace but within a different environment. 
Miss Stevens and I have observed the children develop a 
relationship with the outdoors whilst gaining self-confidence 
and self-esteem by managing their own risks and taking part 
in small achievable tasks.

Reception continue to 
enjoy the topic ‘Stories 
from Long Ago’.

The children really 
enjoyed reading  
‘The Enormous Turnip’. They learnt story 
telling actions and loved retelling the story! They gave a 
super storytelling session of The Enormous Turnip to the 
Kindergarten children and staff. Their actions were fantastic 
and delighted all of those who were in attendance.

This week, in one of our carousel activities the children 
became gardening experts! After reading The Enormous 
Turnip the children wanted to find out which vegetables 
grow above and below the ground. They watched a 
PowerPoint and were set a challenge to sort vegetables 
that grow underneath the ground and those that grow 
above ground. The children enjoyed the challenge and 
described root vegetables as buried treasures!

During Forest School the children went pond dipping in 
our nature garden pond. Under adult supervision, the 
children thoroughly enjoyed using nets to pond dip. They 
were very excited to have a look in the nets to discover 
what they had caught and looked in containers of pond 
water to look out for anything moving.  

EaRLy yEaRS  

VaLuES TREE

Kindergarten 
Ellis M, Josie A, Max SM, 
Eddie H
Reception 
Bruno R, Rose B, Harriet 
CW, Isaac SR, Oliver B,  
Flo PT, Isaac M, Melba F 

THIS WEEK’S AWARdS



News from around the school
cHESS NEWS
It’s been a busy chess week.

Last Saturday, a Berky ‘development team’ took part in a 
tournament against three other local schools  
(Holy Apostles, Charlton Kings and St. John’s). Our 
Y3 and Y4 pupils showed great promise and no little 
skill to finish the morning in second place against older 
opponents. Congratulations to Beatrice N (captain), 
Patrick D, Harry M, Barnaby W, Georgia A and Ben J.

On Tuesday, five Berkhampstead players represented 
Cheltenham Schools against Gloucester Schools in the 
annual fixture to contest the Peter Harrison Cup. Edith 
H captained the team while Oli S, Griff L, Rupert G and 
Jonathan B all battled hard. The final result was 5.5-4.5 in 
Gloucester’s favour.

Congratulations to Isla R who, unable to attend the 
Gloucester megafinal, entered the Worcestershire 
competition and duly won her section. 

House Chess concluded in the Prep today. Patrick’s 
(captained proudly by Finian C) clinched the trophy with 
a close victory over their nearest rivals, George’s. MC

cONgRaTuLaTiONS TO LORiEN 
We are so proud of Year 6’s Lorien S, who has raised 
an incredible £1400 for her brother’s school Bettridge. 
Inspired by Mr Banks’s ‘Fiver Challenge’  to turn £5 into 
profit, she used her newly-discovered business acumen 
to generate money for Bettridge School. She sold herbs 
from her garden, and her aim was to raise £1000.  
She was delighted when she smashed her target!   
Lorien is presenting the cheque to the school 
on Monday.

 

Parking...
DA60 KMZ

The following car has been 

parking illegally - please can 

we remind you again to park 

with consideration for others.

Uniform shop...

Revised opening hours  

from 20th May to end of 

Summer Term will be  

3.15-4pm

Please drop in any  

uniform you wish to sell.



Sports report...
cRicKET - giRLS
u10 v Richard Pate School 
Lost 344-229
It was their first game. The girls kept trying. 
The girls bowled well, but RPS were very 
good at hitting the ball and scored several 
boundaries. The runs piled on and we were 
unable to stop the ball reaching the boundary. 
We didn’t manage to get any wickets, but 
Hazel and Poppy came close.
In our innings we all batted and hit the ball. 
The girls sometimes ran when it would have 
been safer to stay and we conceded wickets. 
Everyone scored runs. Our top two batters 
were Hazel and Eleanor who both scored 11. 
We lost, but it was good learning experience.

u10(Team 1) v Richard Pate School
Won 261-250
Our first ever cricket match and the girls 
were excited. Eleri (captain) elected to field 
first so that we knew the score we needed 
to chase down. The girls rotated around in 
the field, all having the chance to bowl and 
be wicket keeper. The girls were bowling well 
and the fielding became sharper as the innings 
progressed. Grace managed a great catch and 
Izzy claimed two wickets as a result of some 
sharp fielding. It was our turn to bat. Cressie 
hit a few 4s and had a good partnership 
with Grace and then went on to successfully 
partner Isla (who also scored a 4). It was a 
great start to the season - well done girls!

u11 v Rendcomb 
Lost 323-248
Off we went to the hills at Rendcomb for our 
first game! After a minor detour finding their 
‘top’ field we were ready to go. We batted 
first and had a great start: some good runs and 
nice team work in our pairs. We unfortunately 
didn’t get much chance to bat many balls due 
to the no balls being bowled. When we went 
into fielding our bowling was good; the girls 
worked hard on their technique and it allowed 
Rendcomb to hit a few balls! Out in the field 
we need a little more concentration at times 
and movement towards the ball. It was a good 
first effort and the score doesn’t reflect how 
well our girls played. Well done, girls. 



Sports report...
cRicKET - BOyS
u9a v St Edward’s 
Won by 65 Runs
Our first outing of the season at the Charlton 
Kings’ cricket ground on Wednesday was 
played in glorious conditions. We won the 
toss and put St Edward’s in to bat. Our 
bowling, despite being the first match of the 
season, was pretty sound. 48 wides and no 
balls accounted for a large part of St Edward’s 
final score of 257. Rufus took a hat trick and 
a great catch, Will C and Albie B chipped 
in with further wickets aided by some great 
fielding from Patrick. Patrick also took a catch 
and was the stand-out fielder in the match. 
Chasing a score of 257, we made a very solid 
start with 18 being notched up by our two 
openers Oli and Henry R. Runs began to build 
from there; further partnerships saw Rufus 
and Henry T make 18, Freddie and Albie B 
24, Will J and Harry 28 and Will C and Patrick 
24 . Notable 6s were scored by Will J and 
Freddie which added to a huge total of 312 
with the loss of just two wickets. A great  
result for Berky with the team winning by  
65 runs. Well done, boys!

u9B v St Edward’s  
Lost 308-293
On a glorious Wednesday afternoon,  
St Edward’s hosted Berky in an U9 ‘B’ team 
cricket match. Having won the toss, we put 
them in to bat first and Will S opened the 
bowling, followed by Albie B-C. We had to 
wait until the 5th over for our first wicket;  
a splendid ball from Michael. Robert, Mateo, 
Luke, Hugo and Charles all tried to restrict the 
opposition to as few runs as possible, and it 
was Harry who claimed another wicket in the 
final over of the innings. It was then our turn 
to bat and Hugo played some lovely defensive 
shots but, ultimately, we could not find the 
elusive target to secure a win. A very good 
start to the season and with a clear strategy 
for further improvement, I wish the boys well 
in their next few games where we hope to 
score a few more runs.

u11a v Bowbrook House
Won by 122 runs
The U11A started the week with a fine 
performance against Bowbrook. They batted 
first and finished on a total of 190 runs. In all 
we took 13 wickets. Each of the boys bowled 
well, with wickets coming from Griff, Andrew, 
George, Jonny, Jack, Alex D and Harry.
Our batting proved too strong for our 
opponents and we scored consistently for the 
loss of only 4 wickets. Alex and Will were the 
top scorers with 21 and 16. We finished on an 
excellent total of 312, winning by 122 runs. 
Well done boys for a good start to the 
season.

u11a v Beaudesert
Won by 4 wickets
On Wednesday we enjoyed a very closely 
contested match against Beaudesert. Our 
opponents batted first and played some nice 
shots to achieve a total of 96 for 9. I was 
impressed with our bowling. We achieved 
a fairly consistent line and length and took 
wickets at regular intervals. Harry was our top 
wicket taker, finishing with figures of 3 for 17.
Several of our boys made starts, but a few 
loose shots caused us to lose 6 wickets. 
However Luke (18 not out) and Jonny (25 not 
out) batted beautifully to steer us to victory. 
To much excitement, the winning run was 
scored on the penultimate ball of the match. 
It was a fantastic game between two evenly 
matched sides and the boys showed great 
composure to win the game.
Well done boys !

u11B v Beaudesert
Berkhampstead 285-6
Beaudesert 337-6
On Wednesday the U11B team travelled to 
Beaudesert for an afternoon of cricket. The 
boys won the toss and chose to field first.  
The boys bowled well, and the fielding was 
good at times. There were occasions when 
some of the fielders were not concentrating 
which led to some unnecessary 4s for 
Beaudesert. When the boys came to bat, they 
found it difficult because Beaudesert bowled 
so well. Their bowling was fast and some of 
the boys struggled to hit the ball. They took 
runs where they could, though, and finished  
on 285-6. Unfortunately, Beaudesert finished 
on 337-6 and it was a well-deserved win  
for them.
Many thanks to the parents who came along 
to support the boys.

u11B v Bowbrook
Berkhampstead 350-4
Bowbrook House 276-6
On Monday afternoon, the 11B team played 
Bowbrook House at the Victoria Ground.  
For some of the boys, this was their first 
match this season because we’ve had a 
few weeks of wet and unsettled weather. 
Bowbrook won the toss and chose to bat 
first. The boys fielded well and some of them 
earned a wicket when they were bowling. 
Bowbrook finished their innings with 276-6. 
The boys from Bowbrook found bowling a 
challenge and gave away a lot of wides and no 
balls. Our boys tried to hit every ball, though, 
and took every opportunity to run. After 
the first 6 overs the game was ours and our 
innings finished 350-4. 
A fantastic result, well done boys and thank 
you to the parents who came along to 
support them. 


