
Dear Parents,

It has certainly been a difficult start to 2021 - I almost feel that it is inappropriate to wish people 
a Happy New Year when things are this tough, but all the same, we do wish you this in the 
expectation that things will soon improve.  As I said before, the hope of the vaccine and Spring 
on its way are both causes for optimism.

Whatever the situation, all the staff have worked extremely hard to ensure a smooth transition 
to online learning and I know that the quality of the lessons provided has been superb. There is 
a really good balance of live lessons, videos and written tasks and I do hope your children are 
finding their learning interesting and enjoyable. Of course, learning remotely is in no way better 
than being here in school and there will be children and families who do not find it works for 
them; we all wish fervently that things get back to normal soon so we can be back here with 
our friends and colleagues. For the time being, we will just have to make the best of a bad 
situation.

I would like to thank the many parents who have sent us letters of support, appreciation and 
encouragement. I cannot tell you how much these have been welcomed - they have made all 
the difference. I know that the first days were full of rather frustrating chopping and changing 
but we are now settled into a routine, with Key Worker Club numbers still high but manageable; 
please continue to be considerate about using this club, bearing in mind the increased risk 
of transmission there is when groups of people are clustered together. My thoughts are 
particularly with our parents who work in the NHS as I know they in particular are suffering 
from overload at the moment, yet they have still taken the time and trouble to thank us and 
offer encouragement to those here at school. We are all doing our bit.

To cheer everyone up, attached to this letter are some photos of exciting things the  
children have been doing. Please do feel free to send any photos of this sort to Kirsten at  
prmarketing@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk so we can share them with everyone on social 
media platforms such as Twitter and Instagram, and our weekly newsletters.

Also on a brighter note, Mr Cross is recovering well, no doubt helped by a lovely film clip from 
the Y4 children wishing him a speedy recovery. It does take a while to recover from the long 
term effects of Covid and he is still easily tired but he is definitely on the mend.  
He managed a Y3 Computing lesson and an Assembly this week! Any concerns you would 
normally have raised with him should still be addressed to me for the time being;  
I am contactable on deputy@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk .

Wishing you good health and the strength to see this awful pandemic through.

Gill Agg 
Deputy Head
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