
Dear Parents,

It has been a week of Remembrance and celebration this week. We marked 
Remembrance Day with two minutes silence on the playground and Mr Hampton, 
our brass teacher, played the Last Post to the Prep children. The children have great 
knowledge of the reasons behind the symbol of Remembrance - the poppy - and the 
importance of this event this year.

Today we are celebrating World Kindness Day and this week Year 2 pupils have been 
performing random acts of kindness around school. They have been holding the door 
open for each other, supporting each other on the playground and even delivered a 
chocolate to me in my office!

As I say to the children all the time, ‘If there is one thing you can be – be kind’.

Tomorrow is the Indian Festival of Lights - Diwali - a Hindu celebration for which, in 
usual circumstances, families come together to celebrate the triumph of good over evil. 
One of the boys showed his Year 2 classmates the clothes he wears for Diwali and 
explained to them some of the rituals they carry out. It is a shame this year that families 
are unable to come together for Diwali but hopefully the tradition can still be celebrated 
within families.

Today the PTA arranged Cake-at-Break to raise money for Children in Need. This is 
such a good charity and the Day Nursery have really ‘gone to town’ this week with 
various events including Pyjama Day yesterday. I bet the children would love a Pyjama 
Day in school too!

I am thrilled to let you know that Mrs Roddy Watts will be returning next week.  
She is recovering well from her hip replacement and will be spending two days a week 
in school over the coming weeks as part of her phased return. We will all be delighted 
to see her, and she will be supporting the staff across Early Years and Pre-Prep when 
she is in.

There is already a buzz in school around the build-up to the Christmas festivities.  
Carol rehearsals and nativity rehearsals - in bubbles - are well underway! 

Richard Cross 
Headmaster
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Diary dates…
THE WEEK AHEAD
Mon 16th Nov
Anti-Bullying week
Odd Socks Day 
Tue 17th Nov
5.30pm - 4E Online  
Parents’ evening
Tue 19th Nov
5.00pm - 4T Online  
Parents’ Evening



News from around the school...News from around the school...
BERKY GETS GREENER
It was an exciting lunchtime on Tuesday for our  
Prep School Berky Gets Greener eco-committee:  
it was the first time this year’s team had got together to 
discuss issues close to their conscientious hearts. During 
lockdown, the meetings took place on Microsoft Teams, 
but now the pupils from Years 3 to 6 were able to 
assemble in the hall, socially distancing within their year 
group bubbles. The meeting was led by our two super 
Year 6 eco leaders and assisted by Mrs Agg and Miss 
Walter who are both passionate about helping save the 
planet. Much animated discussion arose, and the pupils 
were bursting with good ideas on how to make Berky 
even greener and how to raise funds for the eco purse. 
Meanwhile, on the other side of the road, the Pre-Prep 
committee met for the first time this week too. Mrs Toma 
and Mrs Agg were most encouraged by all the thoughtful 
green ideas from our younger children, and the children 
were given a few eco tasks such as ensuring classroom 
lights are switched off when not in use.  
Well done to all our brilliant representatives!

TT ROCKSTARS
This week there is a competition being held on  
TT Rockstars and Year 4 have been working hard on it 
all week. In the local competition, 4E are in the top 50 
classes in Gloucestershire and 4T are in the top 100. Let’s 
have one final push for points, the competition finishes 
tomorrow at 7:30pm and every correct 
answer is one point!

Reminder
We thank you for wearing face masks when 

on the school grounds, but may we please 

ask you to keep them in place even when 

having conversations. Thank you!

Year 1  
Eco-Warriors  
Please save your 
crisp packets for 
the Terracycle 
Crisp Packet 
Recycling Scheme!

Reception  
Eco-Warriors 
Our staff rooms 
save coffee pods 
for recycling



News from Early yearsNews from Early years
This week in Kindergarten the children have enjoyed a 
wide range of activities linked to our theme for this term 
– ‘Cold Lands’. The children have been experimenting 
with ice to find out how quickly it melts and by using small 
tools, they have been chipping away at the ice to reveal 
small dinosaurs hidden inside.

Our creative activities have included making snowflakes 
and penguins to complete our wall display.

During Circle Time we have learning about Arctic and 
Antarctic regions and discussing different animals that live 
in Polar Regions, such as penguins, polar bears and arctic 
foxes; this led to the children asking some great questions 
as we researched:

‘How high can an arctic hare jump?’

‘What is the fur like on a wolf?’

‘How does a whale swim?’

We have produced a non-fiction 
book full of these questions 
and more with their answers, 
plus some lovely illustrations 
all done by the Kindergarten 
children.

Meanwhile, in Reception the children have been learning 
all about the Hindu celebration of Diwali. In art, they used 
clay to make star-shaped tea light holders. They used the 
cutters to cut out the shape and once the clay is dry, they 
will paint and decorate them with sequins and glitter. As 
Diwali is the Festival of Light, the children have also made 
paper lanterns. They thought about the colours they 
wanted to use to decorate their lanterns and these are 
now hanging proudly on display in the classroom.

Literacy has been focussed on the story ‘Can’t you Sleep 
Little Bear?’. The children chose their favourite 

part of the story and have 
drawn a picture of this; 
they have also thought of 
storytelling actions to help 
them retell the story. Finally, 
they created a story map, 
drawing pictures to illustrate 
the story.

EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

Kindergarten 
Harvey M, Eliyas S, Tobias L, 
Amelia S, Jeremiah T
Reception 
Eleanor C, Lilian L, Ralph A, 
Oscar D, Florence P, Lucy W, 
Ivy B, Felicity W 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS

Board Games

We would be grateful for any board games 

you can donate to school. They need to be in 

good condition with all the pieces. 

Please give them to Mrs Langley  

for a board games club.



PTA NEWS.. .

Dear Parents, 

Family Quiz Night - Friday 27th November!
The wonderful Mr Titley will be hosting a fabulous Family Quiz 
evening at 7pm on Friday 27th November, direct to you  
at home!  

The usual parents quiz is a fiercely competitive and hugely 
fun evening; however, due to the dreaded Covid-19 we will 
be whizzing this quiz to you virtually and making it fun for the 
whole family to get involved! Questions for the children and 
the adults, so join in the fun!

The quiz will be hosted through Microsoft Tweams and 
answered on Kahoot.  You will need access to your child’s 
Teams account (there will be a PTA Quiz channel added) and 
Kahoot on a separate device in order to answer the questions. 
A pin number for the quiz on Kahoots will be provided 
through Teams on the night.

There will be several rounds of fun/serious questions and the 
winning family will receive a Christmas Family Hamper for all 
to enjoy! 

We really hope you are able to join the quiz, a chance to get 
the Berky community together and show off our quiz skills!

Just as a reminder - 

Christmas Cards – Your child’s Christmas card design has 
been scanned and uploaded and your parent portal is now 
live!  Please see the email sent out on Wednesday for the login 
details.  The children have worked very hard and the designs 
are just lovely - be sure to get your order in.

Father Christmas Visit – Father Christmas will be swinging 
by, socially distanced, to delight the children in Early Years 
and Pre-Prep! Each child will receive a small gift from Father 
Christmas, which he will have wrapped and isolated for the 
required length of time before they are handed to the children. 

Christmas Gifts – All prep children will receive a small 
Christmas gift too but without the visit from Father Christmas.  
Again, these gifts will be wrapped and isolated for the required 
length of time before being handed out to the children. 

CycleStars – It was agreed last year (but had to be delayed!) 
that the PTA will provide funding for each child currently in 
the school when they reach the Prep side to take part in the 
CycleStar’s cycling scheme.  The scheme will offer children the 
skills to ride their bike with confidence and learn about Road 
safety.  Each child will be able to complete one level paid for 
by the PTA and will have the opportunity to progress further 
should they wish too. We will look to roll this out with further 
information after half term of the Spring Term once the 
evenings are a little lighter. 

At this time of year, there are always wonderful events to look 
forward to including the end of term Carol Service, which the 
children and parents enjoy so much.  As these types of events 
are not able to go ahead in the same format, the school are 
looking to purchase equipment in order to record and stream 
these events to parents and family so everyone can still watch 
and be involved. 

This equipment can continue to be used after restrictions have 
been lifted to stream plays, assemblies, nativities, after school 
performances and much more for all the family to enjoy, 
especially if they are unable to attend personally on the day. 

We will be looking to raise funds for this equipment in order 
that we can still enjoy all that the children do and bring the 
Berky Community together.  We are therefore suggesting 
that a cost of £10 is added to all bills for the Spring Term and 
it will include the events listed above, except the Christmas 
Cards.  If you wish to opt out of this, please email pta@
berkhampsteadschool.co.uk so we can share this with the 
Finance Team. 

We hope these events will enable the children (and parents!) 
to enjoy some of the things we normally do just in a slightly 
adapted way!   

With warm wishes, 

 

  

Joey Bowden 
PTA Chair

PTA@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk

PTA NEWS


