
Dear Parents,

I was thrilled to return to Berky this morning to see smiling children and receive warm 
greetings from parents... I think the staff were happy to see me too! My few days 
away this week were spent inspecting a school in South Gloucestershire. It was very 
interesting and informative but my overriding thought on my return is how lucky I am 
as a Headmaster of such delightful children, supportive parents and amazing staff. I can 
honestly say that I have not come across such a capable and dedicated group of teachers 
than the ones working with your children. We are lucky!

We are also lucky to be in the heart of Cheltenham, where the Festival Programme 
provides so much culture and stimulation for all.  This week there has been a real buzz 
around the town and Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have enjoyed great trips to the Literature 
Festival to hear and meet the brilliant authors Phil Earle, MG Leonard and Maz Evans. 
Year 4 saw an event called ‘Tongue Fu,’ and today Year 5 are at ‘We the Curious’ in Bristol 
to learn about being astronauts and the Solar System of which we are a part.

Tomorrow is our Open Morning for this term. If you have any friends of relatives who 
would be interested in a Berky Education, then do please encourage them to come 
along. I am keeping my fingers crossed for the weather but in school the displays of work 
are looking superb. You, as parents, are welcome to have a wander round too and have 
a look at the children’s work. I am delighted also that our Honours Board for last year’s 
Year 6 is now on display... showing all their destinations and successes. We will be in touch 
with them too - so they can drop in and see their names on the board.

I am afraid that I returned to school this morning, in the rain, and with some parents 
parking poorly. I appreciate that the weather can sometimes influence the urge to park 
closer to school BUT this is no excuse for poor parking. Please do not park on the 
double yellow lines and across local residents’ driveways. 

A resident in Hewlett Road sent me a photograph of a car, which may be a parent’s car 
and may have been parked across a driveway: Number plateYF62 AEW.

Richard Cross 
Headmaster

NEWS FROM THE HEad

FRiday 12TH OCTObER
auTuMN TERM

Diary dates…
THE WEEk aHEad
Mon 15th Oct
9.15am-10.15am Year 1 visit by 
Freshwater Theatre Co.
11.00am-12noon Year 2 visit by 
Freshwater Theatre Co.
3.00pm-4.30pm 20 Parents’ Evening
3.00pm-4.30pm 1LK Parents’ Evening
Wed 17th Oct
2.15pm-3.00pm Kindergarten 
Family Afternoon
2.00pm - U9A, U9B Rugby Festival 
at Dean Close
2.30pm-Rugby U11, U10A, U10B  
v Prior Park (A)
2.30pm - Hockey U11A, U11B v 
Cheltenham College Prep School (A)
2.30pm – Rugby U8 v Cheltenham 
College Prep School (A)
2.45pm – Hockey U10A, U10B v 
Richard Pate (A)
3.30pm – Hockey U9A, U9B, 
U8A, U8B v Cheltenham College 
Prep School (A)
2.30pm – 3.00pm Year 1 and 
Year 2 Celebratory Folk Festival – 
parents welcome
3.00pm - 4.30pm 2C Parents’ 
Evening
3.00pm - 4.30pm 1J Parents’ Evening
Thu 18th Oct
2.45pm - 3.15pm Reception Family 
Afternoon
4.00pm - Cross Country
6.00pm - Parents’ Evening Year 1 
and Year 2
6.00pm - Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Fri 19th Oct
2.30pm - Harvest Festival 
All Saints’ Church - parents 
welcome
Saturday 20th October - Sunday 
4th November - Half Term



News from Early Years
The past few weeks in Early Years have been very busy 
but great fun. We are all looking forward to seeing you 
at the Family Afternoons next week for Reception and 
Kindergarten. The children are very keen to show parents 
what they have been learning and the classrooms; it is a 
wonderful opportunity to look round and share the many 
activities the children have experienced so far this term.

The Kindergarten children have amazed us this term. They 
have worked so hard during focussed activities and created 
some fantastic art work which is displayed around the 
Kindergarten. 

This week the children have been investigating the 
outdoors and looking for signs of autumn; we have 
collected leaves ready to make into autumn crowns next 

week and squashed blackberries to produce some 
interesting patterns with the juice.

The children have loved 
creating friendship webs. 
This involves them sitting 
in a circle and passing a 
ball of string around; each 
time it is passed to a friend 
they pay each other these 
compliments:
“I love you”   
“I like playing with him”    
“He’s my best friend”

The Reception children had so much fun last week in 
Forest School creating their ‘Forest Faces’; they wanted 
to go and explore the natural resources to create ‘Wild 
Art’ inspired by our Picasso theme this week. They were 
shown some examples of abstract art to aid them. Some 
excellent creations were made!

During one of the carousel activities this week, the children 
became art critics! Using a PowerPoint and examples 
of Picasso’s artwork, the children discussed this famous 
artist and his paintings. They were shown a selection of 
his paintings and asked to select their favourite and give 
reasons why. There are some art critics in the making!

The children were very excited to find out what they were 
going to do with the ‘selfie’ photographs they had taken 
last week. Using a portrait template and their photograph 
they created their own ‘Picasso inspired’ portraits. The 
children coloured their template, cut out their features and 
stuck them on to create their portrait. Picasso would have 
been proud of these abstract pictures! 

The Reception children are now proud owners of a new 
dolls house, kindly donated by Mr and Mrs Southwell,  
Alice and Ben. Staff and children would like to say thank 
you very much! We never say ‘no’ to toy items your 
children have grown out of !!

The Reception 
children have 
settled into 
school very  
well and we ask  
if you can now say 
goodbye to them 
in the playground 
and go behind the 
gates with the Year 
1 and 2 parents.

EaRly yEaRS  

ValuES TREE

Kindergarten 
Seth L, Gaia, Neve GC, 
George P
Reception 
Rosie  E, Claudia H, 
Jasper W, Phoebe B, 
Bruno R, Matilda S, 
Charlie W, Olivia M

THiS WEEK’S aWaRdS

Reminder...
Only water in the  children’s bottles please



News from around the school Missing...
Jumper named  JOY CHARLEY

Reminder...

Pre-Prep children should  

bring in a NAMED waterproof  

to remain in school

CHESS MaTCH  
agaiNST HOly apOSTlES
Berkhampstead won their District quarter-final against a 
strong Holy Apostles by 4 boards to 2. This is, effectively, 
a new Berky team and they acquitted themselves well and 
played solid and imaginative chess. Captain Edith H led by 
example with a no-nonsense win on the top board. Her 
cohorts (Rupert G, Oli S, Finian C, Jonathan B, Will B) all 
did themselves justice and saw Berky over the finishing 
line. Beatrice N, ever a determined competitor, captained 
a very young B team (Harry A, Isla R, Georgia A, Azlaan 
H, Arsalaan H) against a much more experienced Holy 
Apostles B. A 2-4 loss was not unexpected but it was a 
competitive match and all participants showed enormous 
promise. MC

baby baNkS!
Huge congratulations to Mr Banks, whose wife gave birth 
to gorgeous Louie Harvey, weighing in at 5lb 14oz, last 
Sunday afternoon. Mother and baby are doing well.

Twitter...
For a snapshot into Berky 

life, including Y6’s Detective 

Agency Workshop -  

check out our Twitter  

feed @BerkyCheltenham



Sports report...
Rugby
u11 v king’s Worcester 
lost 25-15
This was a physical encounter between two 
evenly matched sides. Both teams were full of 
running and the Berky boys made great inroads 
into the King’s territory with some scintillating 
breaks. Noah, Andrew and George were often 
at the forefront of these and created space for 
others around them. Oscar A was alert at the 
breakdown and was quick to get the ball out to 
our backs. We scored three excellent tries from 
Fin (2) and Luke. 

We were uncompromising in defence, with Ed, 
Oscar H and Jensen really throwing themselves 
into the tackle and showing great commitment 
for the team. Although this was a narrow loss, 
the boys once again did Berky proud, showing 
excellent team spirit and a never say die 
attitude. Well done boys! Thanks as always to 
our supporters.

u10a v king’s Worcester 
Won 45-10 
The U10A team treated us to a wonderful 
game on Wednesday. The victory was built on 
an organised and aggressive defence with each 
of the boys showing full commitment. The solid 
tackling often caused our opponents to spill the 
ball and set up our attacks. Alessio and Jonny were 
prominent in this area and  made some big hits.

The boys ran hard and straight, cleared out 
well in the rucks and they made sure there 
was always a support player alongside the ball 
carrier. There were some excellent breaks from 
Alex D, Griff and Jack. The pace of Lincoln, Seb 
and Max caused endless problems from King’s. 
Our tries came from Will, Jonny, Seb, Lincoln 
(3), Max (3) and Alessio.

Well done, boys, for another fine performance. 
Many thanks to our supporters. 

u10b v king’s Worcester 
Won 10-3
Livewire Otto B scored a remarkable 8 tries 
and the elusive Jonathan B bagged a brace in 
a 10-3 victory at King’s. King’s struggled with 
Berky’s fluidity in attack but, in many ways, the 
away team’s defence was equally important. 
Berky’s tackling caught the eye: Harry W, Alex 
S, Ethan A. Oli S, Rupert G and Archie L-B all 
made important interventions when our hosts 
threatened. The boys played as a team and 
deserved this comfortable win. 

u9a v St Edward’s 
Won 6-5
A late afternoon match at St Edward’s last 
Friday proved an exciting end to end encounter. 
With both sides evenly matched and both sides 
willing to play expansive rugby, the scores never 
moved to beyond a tries advantage and at half 
time the score was four tries apiece.

Berky tackled extremely well in the second half 
and on several occasions forced errors from the 
opposition. At the breakdown we recycled the 
ball well but unfortunately handling errors cost 
us points as we spent a considerable amount 
of time camped out in the opposition’s half. A 
try in the dying seconds of the game forced a 
narrow but well deserved win and the boys 
should all be pleased with their performance on 
the day. Well done, boys.

u9a v Hatherop 
draw 10-10
On Wednesday afternoon in balmy conditions 
the As travelled to Hatherop. On a small sloping 
pitch both sides wasted no time in scoring tries. 
At the breakdown in the first half we found it 
difficult to find space. Our passing was often too 
short and a second pass a rarity. However, we 
made a number of excellent runs with the boys 
carrying the ball well and making fewer mistakes 
when tackled. In the second half we began to 
show a little more width at the breakdown and 
pass more confidently.There were a number 
of stand-out try-saving tackles as all the boys 
showed a very committed last 10 minutes with 
the game ending in a draw. All the boys have 
shown a marked improvement in their rugby 
skills in the first half of this term and should 
be very pleased with their past four match 
performances. Well done, boys.

u8 buffaloes v Rendcomb 
Won 10-3
On a glorious early October afternoon, Berky 
hosted Rendcomb in an U8 tag rugby match. 
With some fantastic passing, wonderful weaving 
runs and timely tackles, Berky proved too strong 
for their opponents, running out 10-3 winners. 
Sam (2), Richie (3), Jacob DT (1), Azlaan (2) and 
Ben (2) were the try scorers but this could not 
have been done without the support play from 
Barnaby and Jacob F. The team are beginning to 
bond and show a greater understanding of the 
rules, with fewer players in an offside position 
and more awareness of the space around them. 
A solid performance, well done!

u8 bisons v Rendcomb 
draw 14-14
The Bisons took on the stronger of the two 
Rendcomb teams and had a fantastic match. It 
was full of end to end action. Towards the start 
of term small infringements of the rules such as 
a foot just in touch are allowed to happen to 
ensure a better flowing game. Having said that 
the Bisons have a good grip of the rules and 
didn’t make too many mistakes (a great sign 
for the future). Almost all of the boys scored 
a try and great tags were made by everyone. 
The boys are full of enthusiasm for the game 
but must remember to share the ball with each 
other and not tackle with so much force (that 
comes next year!) A great game, well played 
everyone.

u8 bisons v Hatherop and Wycliffe 
The Bisons had three very fast mini games at 
Hatherop Castle on Wednesday. In our first 
match we beat one Wycliffe team 5 tries to 
3, then we drew our next 2 matches with a 
second Wycliffe team, 7 all, and Hatherop 
Castle, 4 all. As ever, all of the boys played with 
enthusiasm. Felix, Otto and George had their 
first attempt at being a captain. Max Y and Ed 
made some very good tags defensively and 
Arsalaan and Max H made some great runs 
resulting in tries. Well played, everyone. 

u8 buffaloes v Hatherop and Wycliffe 
Won 2 drew i
On a glorious Wednesday afternoon, the U8 
tag rugby team went to Hatherop Castle to 
play three tag rugby matches. The Buffaloes’ first 
game was against our hosts and proved to be a 
very competitive opening match. Jacob DT, Ben 
and Richie scored our tries as the match finished 
4-4. We then played one of two Wycliffe 
teams. Again we started well and proved to be 
quick with our ‘tags’ and even quicker with our 
running! Jacob DT and Richie both scored tries 
but it was Azlaan who bounced back to bag a 
brace. This followed a nervous opening game 
for him, but his resilience paid off as we won 
4-2. Our final game was against another Wycliffe 
team with Ben and Jacob DT, again, scoring our 
tries as we ran out 3-1 winners. Whilst Sam, 
Jacob F and Barnaby were unlucky not to find 
themselves on the score sheet, their team work 
was invaluable as they were keen to win back 
possession and their accurate passing allowed us 
to set up our own attacks.

The boys had a wonderful afternoon and the 
two wins and a draw were very much deserved. 



Sports report...
HOCkEy
u11a v The Richard pate School 
lost 4- 0 
It was going to be a tough match, playing them 
on their home ground and on astro. We started 
off well producing some good passes around the 
pitch and using the width. During the first half 
RPS took a few shots on goal and fortunately 
for us they weren’t on target, yet! Simran and 
India tried to clear the ball but RPS were a little 
too quick for us at times. Hattie fought hard to 
keep the balls out of the goal; unfortunately one 
went over the line and at half time we were 1 
– 0 down. The second half started, and the girls 
were tiring in the heat. Millie and Daisy passed 
the ball well and continued to work hard for the 
team. Varnika, having been hit in the leg earlier 
in the match, fought so hard during the game 
and made some great tackles and passes down 
the wing. Bea kept fighting in the centre making 
tackle after tackle, she was moved out to the 
wing during the game and made some good 
runs down. Anna had some good touches and 
offloaded the ball well at times. Unfortunately 
for us, RPS skills and pace got the better of us 
as, they managed to get another 3 goals past 
our team and into the net before the game was 
done. We had a few chances during the game 
but need more grit and determination to get 
that goal across the line! Think we will work on 
striking at goal next! Well done girls, good effort. 

u11b v The Richard pate School 
lost 1-0
What a great game! End to end, fast and furious! 
This was the best game I had seen our girls 
play. Everyone contributed a huge amount and 
there were the pink faces to prove that.  I did, 
however, feel the Richard Pate girls were a little 
fitter than the Berky girls. Lorien made some 
great saves in the goal and there were good 
defensive performances by Eloise, Sophie (who 
saved the day in the second half and cleared 
a ball which was headed for the backboard!), 
Edith and Emily. All the defence cleared the 
ball sensibly to the sides and looked up before 
passing – well done! In the mid-field and 
attacking areas there was some lovely passing 
between Emma, Lizzie, Frankie and Georgie and 
we were unlucky not to score. Richard Pate 
won the game 1-0 but a draw would have been 
a fairer reflection of the game. Well done! A 
very good team performance and a super game 
to umpire.

u10 Hockey Tournament at 
Cheltenham College
With matches of 8 minutes it was going to 
be a tough afternoon to score goals. Our first 
match was against Wycliffe and although we 
had the lion’s share of the play we could not 

convert our chances into a goal.  The match 
ended in a goalless draw.  Our second match 
was against King’s Hawford. The girls had learnt 
from their first match about the pace of the 
ball and the width of the pitch but we found 
ourselves defending heavily. There were some 
excellent passages of play; however we went 
down by one goal. Our final group match was 
against Pinewood. The girls knew that nothing 
short of a win was needed and they played their 
hearts out!  The ball was passed well and every 
girl battled for that ball. Izzy, on the wing, was 
determined to score but it just wasn’t to be.  
The girls drew this match.  Although they didn’t 
progress there was an awful lot of positive play 
and Isla’s positive captaincy helped the team’s 
attitude. Well done, girls, next stop Richard 
Pate!

u9 Hockey Tournament at 
Cheltenham College
A squad of 9 very excited U9A girls attended 
the hockey tournament at Cheltenham College 
on Wednesday.  There were 5 schools in 
our group and we made a great start against 
Pinewood with a 1-1 draw.  Lottie was the 
scorer with an amazing run down the length 
of the wing and a shot across the goal mouth! 
The second match against Wycliffe ended with 
a 1-0 win. This time the goal was scored after a 
long passage of attacking play and several failed 
attempts with shots at goal. When it finally 
went in we had to credit both Rosemary and 
Matilda with the score as no-one could tell who 
actually got it in. Our 3rd match had us pitted 
against Clifton School who had already shown 
themselves to be tremendous goal scorers in 
their previous two matches. Even though the 
Berky girls had most of the possession and 
played brilliantly they were unlucky not to score 
and this game was our only loss.  Our final 
match was against Cheltenham College and was 
a 1-0 win, with Matilda being the goal-scorer. 

So, after 4 matches we had successfully achieved 
2 wins, 1 draw and a loss which meant that we 
were the runners up of our group.  For our 
semi-final match we played The Richard Pate 
School who were the winners of the other 
group draw. Once again, we had most of the 
possession and looked very promising in a 
thrilling game.  We had at least 7 shots at the 
goal, but unfortunately, none were successful.  
RPS did manage to break away however and 
scored twice. 

Despite our loss in the semi-final, all girls agreed 
that we had had a fantastic afternoon of hockey, 
had learned so much and all of them had 
thoroughly enjoyed taking part and being part of 
a super team.

girls’ football tournament
Last Friday our girls took part in the Cheltenham 
Primary Schools’ Football Tournament. We 
were based at Rowanfield and brought 23 very 
excited girls who have been attending football 
club this term.

berky buffaloes 
The Berky Buffaloes’ first match was an exciting 
encounter against Springbank Academy. It 
took a while for us to find our shape and 
we went 1-0 down in the first half. However 
the girls found their feet and soon began to 
surge forward and create lots of goal scoring 
opportunities. Anna made a fantastic run and 
completed the goal with style to draw us level 
and then a super move saw the ball passed 
between several players, before Emma thrashed 
it in to the back of the net, giving us a 2-1 
victory.

Our second game was a tight encounter against 
a physical Lakeside team. The girls went toe to 
toe with them and were unfortunate to go one 
down.The rest of the game was very even and 
although we created chances, we couldn’t find 
the back of the net. Although we finished on 
the losing side, we were very unfortunate not to 
get at least a draw, which would have seen us 
through to the final stages.

I was delighted with the determination and 
team work shown by the girls. After only a small 
number of training sessions, they have done 
brilliantly. They did Berky proud. Well done, 
girls!

berky bisons
The Bisons’ opening match resulted in a narrow 
loss against St John’s in a game which could 
have gone either way. In the second game they 
had a thumping 3-0 victory against the hosts, 
Rowanfield.

In the other group, the Bisons opened their 
account with a 2-1 victory against Springbank 
and just lost by one goal to Lakeside. Both of 
our teams finished second in the group, just 
missing out on a place in the final stages.

All of the girls played their part. It was 
amazing that we took 23 girls to represent 
the school and they did us proud, playing with 
determination and a great deal of athleticism. 
Well done, girls!


