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Bright and Fun! 
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At the start of each holiday I reflect on the past term and on just 
how much I enjoy my job! I have seen plays and recitals, I’ve seen the 

focus and animation of children absorbed in tasks, I’ve seen endeavour on 
the games field and in the classroom. I have seen remarkable teachers in 
action and children smiling at their achievements and learning and doing 
more than they might have thought possible. This edition of the Blazer will 
give you a flavour of what I’ve seen. I hope that you enjoy it. 

We are a very strong school musically, with National Children’s Choir and 
Orchestra places being won yet again, and well over 90% of Prep children 
playing an instrument, but at the heart of the school is the genuine  
‘can-do’ attitude that every Berky child comes to adopt.  This willingness 
to participate and persevere means that we excel in disciplines as diverse 
as chess, music and sport, that we embrace the academic - winning 
grammar school and independent school places - and that at Berky it’s 
‘cool’ to work hard and fun to do so too!

I am enormously proud to be 
Headmaster of this remarkable school 
The school is moving into the next 70 years with a fine body of staff.  
They bring the same vigour, innovation and commitment to the children 
that we have always had.  This year we celebrated our 70th anniversary 
and considered how we might add to what we offer.  

Developments have included the appointment of  Y2 Play Leaders to help 
in our wonderful new Pre-Prep playground and the Y5 residential trip - 
both designed to develop well-being and citizenship. This is also true of 
the Platinum Award, which challenges and stretches our senior pupils and 
has been enthusiastically taken up. I had no doubt that this would be the 
case - the children have had some terrific ideas and are already making 
super progress! Mr Banks’ Entrepreneurial Challenge was seized with 
gusto and it turned out that we have creative and profit-focused children 
in our midst.  

Curriculum changes, bringing more of a problem-solving approach to 
maths and an investigative approach to science, have enhanced learning 
this term and are equipping children with key skills. Questioning and 
experimenting is always encouraged here and making mistakes is  
viewed as a positive aid to learning… what a great place to learn!

Richard
richard cross 
Headmaster

Thoughts from 
the head

Spotlight on 
Jenna BUll

News

Miss Bull is a very experienced and 
able Early Years teacher.  She has a 

lovely rapport with our very youngest 
children and has taught in both 
Kindergarten and Reception.  

i’ve been at Berky for… 
... eleven years, I think!   
A long time anyway!

in my spare time… 
... I love reading, baking and cooking.

When i was a little girl i always knew i’d be… 
... a teacher, it’s all I ever wanted to do.

the best thing about Berky is… 
... the sense of community among parents, children and staff -  
it’s like one giant family.

i don’t have any pets but…
... I had rabbits, hamsters and fish when I was growing up.

i love autumn because… 
... the colours are amazing and it’s not too hot or cold.

my favourite school lunch…
... it’s a tough choice - they are all yummy.  Cottage pie is definitely  
in the running, with chocolate chip shortbread for pudding.

if i wasn’t a teacher… 
... I would probably be an accountant.  I love numbers.  Maths was  
my favourite subject at school.

it’s tough to choose a book that i’d recommend to all 5 year olds...
... there are so many good ones.  The two I never tire of reading are 
‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ and ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.’

i played mary in my first school nativity...
... it was definitely the best role I ever had - after that I was always  
a narrator.  

children should be able to… 
... be themselves without being judged - there’s enough time for 
that in the teenage years.  I love being able to sit back and observe 
the class using their imaginations and responding to each other in  
a way that is unique to them.

the skill i’d love to have is… 
... to be able to sing in tune, then I could fulfil my dream of playing 
Eponine in Les Miserables on a West End stage.  Anyone who has 
ever been on a road trip or played Singstar with me will vouch for 
the fact that I am enthusiastic but cannot hit a single note!

i am always...
... laughing at something every day, it’s one of the perks of working 
with the youngest children.

from aroUnd the school

representing Us 
Alex Chalk, our local MP, visited the Prep 
children and gave an inspiring and entertaining 
talk about life as an MP and what it is like in the 
House of Commons. 

He stressed the importance of trying to do 
one’s best for the country and representing his 
constituents’ interests. The children asked him 
some very interesting questions.  He was keen 
to hear about how Berky children get involved 
through our School Council, Food Committee 
and system of House Captains.

don’t get dressed! 
Lessons are always fun at Berkhampstead - 
especially when we are all wearing pyjamas!  
Children in Need Day was very well supported 
as staff and children arrived in slightly different 
uniform than usual. 

Onesies were everywhere and included giraffes, 
a zebra, a couple of polar bears and many, many 
rabbits.  Mr Cross wore his Berky Bear onesie 
and Berky blazer with pride. The Pudsey biscuits, 
baked in the school kitchens, went down  
very well too.  

A great day of raising money for a great cause!

pta Update
the start of the autumn term is always one of the busiest for 
the pta and this term has been no different - except that we 
have many new faces and a change at the top!  

For those of you who have not met the PTA Committee yet, they 
are Steve Ackland, Chair, Graham Myers-Dickinson, Vice Chair, 
Gabrielle Renouf, Secretary and Jeremy Wright, Treasurer. 

They are of course supported by an army of parents who have 
helped with the amazing events this term. The Quiz Night and 
AGM was first on the calendar, quickly followed by a brilliant 
Fireworks Evening. A surprise (but organised) visit by a Fire Crew 
brought excitement to the night as a shiny red engine sat outside 
the school! 

“We’ve had such a busy start to the term,” commented Steve 
Ackland, the new Chair of the PTA. “Fund raising has gone really 
well but it’s not all about money - building a sense of community 
at Berky is key too and I am positive we have combined both.” 

Yummy treats with Cake at Break and Christmas Discos were  
all enjoyed - but not together!  The Christmas Fayre was the  
final event with stalls bursting with treats to buy or win.   
Father Christmas even joined in on the day, making the  
outdoor classroom into  
his grotto.  

The PTA would love more 
volunteers to help run 
events next year so please 
get in touch - you know  
who they are now! 

readathon
Years 1 and 2 raised the fantastic amount 
of £1134.55 for Save the Children. 

The children eagerly read books about 
their Autumn topic ‘Brazil,’ and found out 
lots of amazing facts that helped to build 
their knowledge about the country which 
will hold the 2016 Olympics. 

All involved were very proud of the 
children who embraced the event and 
helped to raise such a phenomenal amount 
of money for the charity.

a little niBBle?
Coffee and cake so early in the day –  
‘Yes please!’ said parents. Our Macmillan Coffee 
Morning kicked off with freshly baked brownies, 
flapjacks and lemon drizzle cake... to name but 
a few.  Very well attended by parents, it was a 
bustling and enjoyable start to an autumn Friday.  
The children then enjoyed biscuits at break -  
a super end to the week - and we were able  
to donate £170 to this very good cause.

presents 
galore!
A wonderful cause that brings pleasure  
to so many, including the givers, Operation 
Christmas Child is always well supported 
by Berkhampstead children and parents 
and this year was no exception as the  
huge pile of shoeboxes and the smiling 
faces showed!



Carnival Time!
What a term We have had  

investigating Brilliant Brazil! 

Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2 have been busy this term  
learning all about the beautiful country of 
Brazil. They looked in depth at the geography, 
comparing Brazil to Gloucestershire - finding  
a number of differences - and drawing their 
own maps and keys. Many of their literacy 
lessons were based on stories set in the 
rainforest and they produced some really 
creative work.  All of the children got involved 
in Berky’s Brilliant Brazilian Readathon and 
learnt a lot whilst raising money too!

Year 2 found out about the different layers 
in the Amazon rainforest and Year I got busy 
classifying rainforest animals into 

different groups. Beautiful pieces of artwork 
were created by all. Henry Rousseau’s 
paintings provided inspiration and the 
children worked cooperatively to create the 
giant carnival animals which made fabulous 
displays around school.

All enjoyed our Capoeira workshop - the 
martial art infused dance, thought to have 
originated in 16th century Brazil. It combines 
elements of dance, acrobatics and music.   
We had great fun trying out quick moves and  
a wide variety of kicks and spins.

The topic culminated in a huge carnival with 
all the children wearing their brightly coloured, 
hand tie-dyed and decorated t-shirts. They 
certainly looked fantastic! Mrs Cross had been 
busy teaching them how to move like rainforest 
creatures and they created a wonderful dance 
linking the movements of animals as diverse as 
macaws, sloths and caimans.  

Brazilian Samba inspired the mass carnival 
dance which the children ably performed for 
their parents, with Mrs Sallis and Year 6 helping 
to keep the beat going! Parents were invited to 
join in with a parade through the school and a 
dance to end the carnival - it was quite a sight! 
Much fun was had by everyone. 

reception
Lottie Prentice, former 
pupil and the author of 
‘A Tale of Ted’, and her 
illustrator, Lorna Grey, 
paid Reception children 
a visit.  The children 
were captivated as Lottie read the story - they 
loved the fact that although he was very naughty, 
somehow everyone always forgave him.  It was  
a great start to the Animals topic.

Toby the vet visited to talk about his job. He enthralled 
the children with interesting facts about the care of 
animals.  The children jumped at the invitation to look 
in his medical bag and guess the function of items 
ranging from tablets to a dog’s muzzle!

The children were very creative as they pondered 
the questions: What animals might we see in a 
zoo? and the rather trickier How will they fit in a 
shoebox? They then designed and made tiny zoos, 
planning what would be best situated where. 

A loaf of bread and a hen arrived in the classroom 
- a gift from the Little Red Hen!  We decided to 
make some bread too: we followed the recipe 
carefully and had great fun kneading dough and 
shaping it into rolls. The best part of course was 
eating it!

Dark and Light was explored by creating chalk 
firework pictures, writing fizzing and 
banging poems and ‘exploding’ in PE!   
The ‘dark’ boxes were greeted with 
excitement and apprehension and 
we used our sense of touch - what 
could be inside?  The children used 
some super adjectives and made 
good guesses.  All enjoyed creating 
an electrical circuit and trouble-
shooting until the bulb lit up!

‘Missing’ said a mysterious 
poster and all got involved 
looking for the Owl Babies’ mother.  It prompted 
a week of discussion about loneliness, bravery and 
what the word ‘nocturnal’ means, as well as lots 
of fun nest-building! All had fun painting nocturnal 
animals for our display.

To end the term, in addition to card making, party 
games and the Christmas Concert, we sampled 
festive treats from around Europe in December.  
We enjoyed eating mince pies, stollen, pannetone 
and spiced gingerbread - yum!

News
from pre prep

kindergarten
The Berky Beach Shop opened in the Home 
Corner for our Holiday theme - all had great fun 
selling buckets and spades, sunglasses and bags, and 
using the tills and pretend money!  The pop-up tent, 
picnic hamper and wooden logs were props for lots 
of imaginative play.  

Using large construction blocks and chairs, we made 
our very own plane and cockpit. Mr Cross read a 
story, donned a captain’s hat and joined in the fun, 
much to everyone’s amusement!  We made  
a lovely airline display - with each child’s 
self-portrait ‘looking out’ from a window. 

Autumn arrived and we talked about the 
rain, wind and the changing colours of the 
leaves. The children brought in piles of 
conkers and other natural objects.   
We made leaf rubbings, prickly hedgehogs 
and a wonderful display, sticking and 
gluing to create a superb tree. 

Fireworks’ sounds and colours are so 
exciting!  The children learned about the 
story of Guy Fawkes and his plot for 
the Palace of Westminster and the King.  
We made a display of firework rockets by sticking 
squares, triangles, rectangles, circles, stars and hearts 
and used glitter and shiny foil to add an extra bit of 
sparkle!  The children numbered them 1-10 and  
showed great pride in their creations.

The bright colours continued for Diwali, the Festival  
of Light. The children were fascinated when the  
staff wore bindis and they asked lots of questions 
about how and why Diwali is celebrated. We made 
beautiful candles, folding card to make a concertina 
and gluing dried peas to make the flames. 

We made elephants from painted handprints 
decorated with vivid materials and covered the 
outside step of Kindergarten with 
rangoli patterns to 
welcome visitors.  

Christmas art was 
hugely popular too 
as was the lovely 
Christmas Concert, 
‘The Grumpy 
Sheep’ - we have 
some very  
creative and  
talented children  
in Kindergarten!



skills that they wanted to try. Many were keen 
to learn a second musical instrument or to 
pick up a new sport, but there were also more 
unusual ideas such as sushi making!

The logbook tracks progress 
in: volunteering, physical, 
skills and a residential 

adventure or expedition...
Volunteering is all about choosing to help 
others or causes. These can be the community 
within or outside school, the environment or 
perhaps helping look after animals. All children 
in Year 6 have leadership responsibilities, but 
they are encouraged to develop this role to 
achieve the award. Some have been listening 
to younger pupils read, others have mentioned 
helping elderly neighbours by putting their bins 
out for a few months, or taking their dogs for 
walks. One Year 6 pupil is helping at her local 
village community shop - others were keen to 
raise money for charity at the school  
Christmas Fayre.

To pass the Physical section, the children must 
undertake two activities. These could range 
from hockey, rock climbing or dancing to judo 
or training for a 5km run, but the children 
must commit to these activities for at least 
three months - always bearing in mind the 
school motto, Perseverantia Vincit.  To pass the 
Adventure section, they must undertake their 
two adventures or expeditions over two years. 
These can be school residential expeditions, or 
adventures that happen out of school. 

Completed logbooks will be assessed and 
a certificate, a t-shirt and a badge will be 
awarded. We have incorporated a smart version 
of the chemical symbol for platinum on all 
relevant material - posters around the school, 
the logbooks, the t-shirts and the badges. 

 

Colonel Hordern, a grandparent of three 
ex-pupils, is to sponsor a trophy for the most 
impressive logbook, to be presented annually  
at Speech Day.  We hope that it will be 
presented for many years. 

We can too!
Our new playground has given the opportunity 
for all the children in Year 2 to volunteer to 
take on the responsible role of Play Leader. 
The children wear a coloured vest when on 
duty which signals their role. Two children take 
charge of the morning playtime when they lead 
traditional playground games (such as What’s 
the Time Mr Wolf or In and Out the Dusty 
Bluebells). When it is their turn on the rota,  
the children, working in pairs, choose which  
box is used during the lunch break.   
They encourage constructive play, have fun and 
finally ensure all is tidied away at the end of 
break.  All of the Year 2 children have risen to  
the challenge wonderfully well and are enjoying 
the responsibility.

Yes I can!
 oUr children  

tUrn their hands to  
anYthing - With a smile. 

noW there’s eVen  
more for them to  

Be inVolVed in!

A ll of our children, from kindergarten 
onwards, make decisions - real decisions 

- and have an input into the shape of their 
day.  as an independent school, we can shape 
the curriculum to follow children’s passions 
and interests. We create conditions where 
testing and adapting become the norm. this 
develops the problem solving approach which 
brings such success in life. our children learn 
to think things through, to experiment, to fail 
and to try again….perseverantia Vincit…it’s 
been our way for over 70 years and it works.

platinUm aWard
this term, to commemorate our 70th 
anniversary, we launched a Berky version  
of the duke of edinburgh award. With this 
significant milestone in school history in mind,  
it was named the platinum award.

the award embraces our school motto, 
perseverantia Vincit - perseverence Wins -  
and Years 5 and 6 can opt to be involved.  
all are used to having academic successes 
applauded within school, but it was time to 
promote and celebrate the achievements of 
those who participate in other areas of school 
life and outside in the local community.  
rather than completing the award overnight, 
it is designed to take several terms, enabling 
the children to learn to commit to a project.

the award is about creating a thirst for 
adventure and new challenges. its aim is to 
develop healthy lifestyles, community spirit 
and resilience - qualities that are fundamental 
in developing happy, focused and successful 
children.

already the children have embraced the 
challenge with great enthusiasm. the award was 
introduced in assembly, and a show of hands 
gave a clear indication of its popularity - the 
children couldn’t wait to get their hands on the 
logbooks! they were very excited and buzzing 
with imaginative ideas for challenges and new 

volunteering
the plAt inum AwArd for 

new skills
the plAt inum AwArd for 

physicAl
the plAt inum AwArd for 



exploring science
csi BerkY
Former police officer Jenny 
Williams ran a variety of 
fascinating activities for Year 
6 which demonstrated how 
science is used to capture 
criminals.

The children learnt the 
importance of finger prints 
- that they are individual 
and that a thin layer of oil 
leaves a print that can later 
be “lifted” by the police 
and hopefully identified. 

Year 6 used a brush dusted with aluminium powder to make 
fingerprints stand out, then lifted them ready for matching. They also 
took their own fingerprints using black dye. They then found out 
what style of print they have - whorl, arch or loop.

Using chromatography, they discovered which pen might have been 
used to write a threatening letter during a bank robbery. The black 
dye separates out on special chromatography paper into several 
colours as the water rises up it. Handwriting was also discussed as a 
means to implicate a suspect.

Other means of identifying a suspect or a victim were discussed. 
The use of DNA from living cells such as blood or hair roots, dental 
records and skeletal information were all included. The children then 
used this knowledge to interpret a crime scene. They had a great time 
and immersed themselves in the activity.  T.M.

@ Bristol
from our Year 5 reporters - 
Our trip to @Bristol was fun 
and entertaining.  There was 
lots to do.  I especially liked 
the Planetarium where we saw 
the flying horse constellation.  
Every constellation had a story.  
Some names are Andromeda, 
Cassiopeia, Pegasus and Perseus.  
The 3D show was amazing; we 
were given some glasses to see 
the 3D effects properly.  We 
were shown space and stars 
and planets.  We also saw a 
planet called Kepler 452b and 
it was said that there might be 
life on this planet.  

I loved the trip 
to @Bristol - 
there was a giant 
hamster wheel 
which you could 
go in.  When you 
walked around the 
wheel it pumped 
water from one 
large container 
into another one 
higher up. Upstairs 
was mainly 
animating things.  
There was a fake 
news room where 
you could work 
with graphics and 
subtitles and pretend  
to film yourself. Y5.

 

skillzone

crickleY hill

the eVerYman

liVing rainforest

VineY hill

@Bristol

pizza express
steam mUseUm

goodrich  
castle capoeira 

Workshop

the rainforest 
miniBeasts

detectiVe proJect 
Workshop

Off we go...
fresh faces, neW places and Wide spaces -  

We’Ve Used them all this term to Bring learning to life

to the hills
crickleY hill
On only their second day, the excited Year 2 children ventured  
off-site to Crickley Hill. The wellies were pulled on, coats zipped  
up and back packs shouldered ready for walking and exploring.  
The Park Ranger gave us lots of amazing information about the 
history of Cheltenham and its settlements.  

Everyone walked to the top of the hill and saw the area where a 
settlement used to be, marked on the ground with coloured stones. 
Next, from the bottom of a small bank we ‘CHARGED’ the fort as 
an enemy would have done many years ago. The children loved it, 
the parent helpers and teachers thought that it was pretty  
hard work!

After a picnic lunch, we headed off on the ‘Scrubbs Trail’ looking out 
for particular objects to gain points for a quiz. 

Lastly, we spent time spotting the many landmarks and buildings of 
Gloucestershire.  The children drew maps and sketched what they 
could see in the sunshine. C.B.

VineY hill 
Just one week back from the Summer 
holidays and Year 5 were off on their 
residential trip to the Forest of Dean.  
35 very excited children arrived at the 
Old Vicarage house and got straight in 
to the activities. Over the next three 
days the children had fun climbing  
walls, making bridges, orienteering,  
geo-caching and having a go at archery 
and bushcraft. The last evening was 
marked by gathering round a campfire 
toasting delicious marshmallows. The 
children were fantastic and we were so pleased to see them 
taking on new challenges. The staff at Viney Hill said they were  
a credit to Berky! M.B.

Back in time
goodrich castle
On a beautiful autumnal day,  Year 4 set 
off west and arrived at the magnificent 
Goodrich Castle in good spirits. We were 
treated to a guided tour of the castle 
by Mr Hicks, with some fascinating tales 
along the way. He gave us a stunning 
archery demonstration and we had just 
enough time to take a gory look at how 
injuries were treated on the battlefield 
during Mediaeval times.

In the afternoon we saw the defences of 
Goodrich and decided what we thought the best weapons to attack 
it would be. Our final task was to climb the splendid spiral staircase to 
get the top of the keep, where we enjoyed the panoramic views of the 
Herefordshire countryside.

This was a super trip which really enhanced our work on Mediaeval 
castles.  P.Mc.

steam mUseUm
Year 6, dressed in 1930s clothing, were evacuated to Swindon’s Steam 
Museum for the day. During our trip we got an understanding of the work 
of an Air Raid Warden and the various challenges that would have been 
faced. We also spent time in a communal air raid shelter, sang war songs to 
keep the spirits up and had the opportunity to examine many artefacts.

The children sat in a railway carriage and recreated the journey of an 
evacuee. They were able to examine what children would have taken in 
their suitcase, as well as looking at a variety of gas masks. We considered 
the emotions that the children would have faced on the train and the 
anxiety on arrival at their new home.  The children gained a great deal 
from the trip and had fun in doing so.  P.Mc. 

the 
natUral 
World
ipad-paddling
At last, the weather was 
good enough for this 
trip and we set off for 
Newnham on Severn, with 
the aim of seeing the River 
Severn in its lower course 
and later at the estuary.  
Pictures and notes were 
taken and then we went 
on to Cannop Ponds to 
measure the depth, speed 
and width of the stream. 
Great fun was had by all as 
iPads were brandished and no one fell in!  Next we looked 
down to Symonds Yat to see the meanders and flood plains of the  
River Wye and after following the River Wye down the valley, we crossed 
the estuary on the Severn Bridge and ended up at the view point looking 
over the Severn Estuary. This trip was great for seeing in real life all the 
different river features that Year 6 had studied.  L.W.

the liVing rainforest
toUching alloWed!
Millipedes, tarantulas, beetles and a whole range of rainforest wildlife 
brought Pre-Prep’s Brazil project to life when they visited the School 
library. The children were amazed to see the creatures for real, to feel 
their shells, try to count their legs and to learn about their lives from  
such a close angle.  A super visit.  C.B.

sloth spotted again!
During our ‘Amazing Animal Adaptations’ tour,  Year 5 answered the 
questions really well, especially when identifying which layer of the 
rainforest we would find a particular animal or plant in. Some of the 
animals were fascinating: the assassin bug that liquidises its prey and then 

sucks up the nutrients, the toucan whose beak is designed for eating  
but it has had to develop a hairy tongue to help with drinking, the 

veiled chameleon whose tongue is 1.5 times its body length  
and shoots out to capture its prey and finally, all the plants 

which have various means to get rid of the vast quantity  
of water that falls in the rainforest - drip tips, 

drainage  
pipes and rip veins.  The children 
were hugely engaged by all they 
saw and the sloth was spotted 

again on top of the butterfly 
enclosure! L.W.

Trips
and Visits



Wow!
hoW the Whale Became…
No, it’s not the wonderful ‘Just So’ story by 
Rudyard Kipling, but actually the tale of a 
Berkhampstead summer and the remarkable 
amount achieved. It was a summer of diggers, 
rubberised chips and colour application  
(to dry surfaces only); it was a summer where 
rain featured heavily and so was quite a 
challenge but wasn’t it worth it? 

As soon as term ended, the heavy machinery 
moved in and the levelling and shaping of the 
ground for the new playground began. Mrs 
Taylor stepped into a supervisory role, and 
despite being officially on holiday, oversaw the 
execution of her fab design! 

The new playground’s separate areas have  
created a seating area, swing bars, climbing 
frames and stepping stones. It makes really 
effective use of the space and allows the 
children to be active whatever the weather.   
The castle still takes pride of place but another 
great new addition was the outdoor classroom, 
funded by our fabulous PTA (the Friends of 
Berkhampstead). 

Wildlife garden
This exciting area is really starting to take shape 
and areas for a pond, fire pit, minibeast habitat 
and veggie patch are well under way.   

Kind donations of logs, tree trunks, stone and 
plants have meant that a great deal of progress 
has been made in a short space of time. 

In November the wildlife garden became a real 
focus; the arrival of the native hedging required 
immediate attention. Despite the rain and the 
garden resembling a mud bath; all the Year 2 
gardeners set out with enthusiasm to plant 
the hedge. They were damp and filthy as they 
plodded back into the building and it was lovely 
to hear one child comment that they would be 
able to watch it grow, and that when they were 
in the Prep they would know that they had 
planted it.

greenerY
There’s still a substantial grassed area. Marked 
with grids, it’s used for Pre-Prep PE lessons,  
it became an impromptu dance floor during  
the Brazilian Carnival and it gives another area 
on which to play on dry days.  There’s plenty  
of space for the little ones to hone their  
ball-handling skills in mini-games and the high 
profile of the Rugby World Cup this term 
inspired many to do this.

fUtUre plans
Watch this space for details of our MUGA 
(multi-use games area) - the planned next stage 
in enhancing the provision for the children.

the reaction Was one of amazed delight When the pre-prep children arriVed 
at school in septemBer and saW the transformation that had taken place  
in the plaYgroUnd. a riot of coloUr, it enticed all to dash off and plaY -  

to saY it made a real impression is an Understatement!  

What a difference  
a summer can make!



hoW do YoU get Year 3 reallY interested in 
fractions?  What might make it all make sense?  

neW facilities and  
more ensemBles than 
eVer haVe made this  

a sUper term for mUsic

The answer was clear - by running what 
turned out to be a very exciting trip to 

Pizza Express in Cheltenham. Not to learn 
about pizzas though - this was a trip to learn 
Maths. We were met at the restaurant by 
Melissa and Ricky the chef, who were brilliant at 
explaining what went on. We were shown how 
to stretch the pizza dough and everyone made 
a pizza base. Once made, Ricky showed us just 
how big a pizza base could get by performing 

some fancy moves and stretching a pizza base 
above his head! Mr Cole and I tried to replicate 
this, with no success I’m afraid!  Next we put 
sauce and cheese on our pizzas and Ricky took 
them away to be baked to perfection. The staff 
very kindly cut our pizzas up for us.  This helped 
us to see what a fraction actually is - part of 
a whole.  It was a brilliant trip, we learned lots 
and we are very thankful to Pizza Express for 
hosting us so well.  D.B.

We returned to school in September  
with great anticipation and excitement - 

and that was just the music teachers! Two new 
music pods had been winched into place as 
our new instrumental teaching rooms for brass, 
drum kit and saxophone; the extra space is  
very welcome. 

Jigsaw - our new ensemble for beginners -  
has been a huge success.  These strings players, 
percussionists and pianists have been learning 
to play together and listen to each other, 
performing Frère Jacques, Drunken Sailor and 
Jingle Bells. Meanwhile, Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, 
Berky Bows, Chamber Ensemble, Beats on 
Toast, Sausage and Smash, Keyboard Orchestra, 
Berky Blowers, Junior Choir and VoxBox have all 
rehearsed, involving about  
120 pupils weekly. 

Achievement during the first year or so of 
lessons is now rewarded with new music 
certificates in bronze, silver and gold and 
already a dozen have been presented in 
assembly. I am pleased that Attendance 
Charts were hotly contested this term, with 
stickers gained by musicians for remembering 
instruments and music and for punctuality.  

Y3 created class compositions contrasting 
percussion sounds for a ‘Frosty Morning’  
with a ‘Foggy Evening’ creating some very 
atmospheric sounds. Y4 composed their own 
rondo form pieces in small groups and Y5 
took a poem as their inspiration to compose 
background music and SFX (special effects) 
for word painting. Y6 pupils worked in pairs on 
keyboards to create short film score ideas,  
with such titles as ‘Sweet Dreams’, ‘Code 
Breaking’ and ‘Leaving the Planet’ - move  
over John Williams!

In November there was a thrilling Recital 
with many of our most experienced players 
performing, and several pupils took music 
exams at the end of term. The second half of 
term was focused on singing, with carol singing 
for the elderly residents of Bay Tree Court 
(Y3/4) and in the Regent Arcade (VoxBox) 
for our charity, The Pied Piper Appeal. Most 
preparation was for our traditional candlelit 
carol service, held in the beautiful All Saints’ 
Church. Y6 presented the bible readings and 
poems clearly and expressively, led the candlelit 
procession confidently and every pupil was 
involved in leading the service through the 
music as we celebrated the Christmas Story. 

national children’s orchestra
We are delighted that Leslie M (Y4) performed 
extremely well in these highly competitive 
annual auditions and achieved a place in the 

Training Orchestra (viola)  
and a place in the U10 Orchestra (oboe).  
This is an astonishing achievement on two 
different instruments - well done!

national children’s choir
Several enthusiastic singers from Y5 and 
Y6 opted to audition and worked hard on 
individual songs, practised their performances 
and encouraged each other. The choirs take 
children aged 9-14 and often, if the first 
audition in Y5 is not successful, Berky pupils 
have shown great resilience and determination 
and tried again in Y6, with success. The choirs 
have week-long Easter and Summer courses, 
with prestigious concerts at the end. In August, 
Megan S and Caitlin Gr joined five others to 
perform in the Edinburgh Festival. This year 
places have been awarded to Caitlin Gi, Bea 
D and Sophie P from Y6 and Noah B in Y5. 
Congratulations, and a hearty ‘well done’ to 
the others who worked so hard but were not 
successful this time. 

cross coUntrY 
Both races this term were at St Edward’s, 
the second with a very testing steep hill.  
There were well over 150 children in each 
of the races and as usual our children 
did their best and performed well against 
incredibly strong opposition. First home for 
the girls were Lovisa and Bea and for the 
boys Harvey and Ellis. Well done to all our 
runners. L.W.

BerkY BUsiness
lord sugar should come and visit us -  
he would find lots of potential business 
partners in Year 5!

I’m sure that many of you have been watching 
The Apprentice on BBC1, the programme in 
which Lord Sugar puts a group of candidates 
through their paces as they compete with each 
other for an investment in their business idea. 

Year 5 have been learning about Enterprise in 
their carousel lessons. They started by finding 
out what it actually means and then started to 
think of ideas for how money might be made.  
the £10 challenge: each group of six was given 
£10 to spend and they had to turn this into the 
biggest profit they could. The ideas generated 
were fantastic, ranging from fudge spiders 
to painted jars being offered for sale at the 
Fireworks Party, to pencil toppers and tea-light 
snowmen at the Christmas Fayre. Both classes 
worked incredibly hard to produce and sell 
their goods; they made some difficult decisions 
along the way and learned a lot.

To the Bursar’s delight, the initial investment was 
returned to school and I’m pleased to be able 
to say that both classes made a significant profit. 

Some of the money they made was donated to 
charity and the remainder was spent on new 
games for wet playtimes. Well done Year 5,  
I will look out for you on future episodes of  
The Apprentice!  D.B.

mUsic achieVements
prep test: 
Edwin Stojanov, India Rutherford,  
Eliot Atkinson (piano)

grade 1: George de Burgh-Thomas (Cello), 
Amelia Keogh (Cello), James Carder-
Geddes (Cornet*), James Shaw (Cornet*), 
Evie Griffiths (Cornet*) 

grade 2: Ollie Armstrong (Bass Guitar), 
Megan Silsby (Singing**)

grade 3: Madeleine Taylor (Piano), Rhys 
Loffhagen (Bassoon*), Sam Perris (Violin*)

grade 4: Harvey Sullivan (Trombone),  
Ben Gibson (Piano**)

grade 6: Leslie More (Viola*)

*   Denotes - Pass with Merit 
** Denotes - Pass with Distinction

MusicNews
notesfrom prep

Making music

Creative teaching

chess
the school chess team has started its 
2015/16 campaign in impressive form. 

An early 5-1 victory against Richard Pate 
saw Berkhampstead into the semi-finals 
of the District Knock-Out Cup, while 
comfortable wins over Charlton Kings, St. 
Gregory’s and Christ Church consolidated 
the team’s position at the top end of the 
Cheltenham league. This could well be the 
school’s year for league and cup honours 
although a very strong and experienced 
Holy Apostles outfit lies in wait next 
term. Our young team will certainly be 
challenged and I am sure it will rise to 
important matches with plenty of verve 
and confidence. Wins for Berky’s ‘B’ Team 
against Richard Pate and Christ Church 
indicated a pleasing strength in depth that 
future seasons will hopefully exploit. Several 
players in Y3 and Y4 have made really 
encouraging debuts in competitive matches 
for the school – another reason to hope for 
future success. Domestically, the chess clubs 
are thriving. In particular, the Y3 players have 
come on in leaps and bounds. Next term 
will see the conclusion of the chess club 
leagues – much to play for!  M.C.



U11  | hockeY
A fantastic season for both Under 11 
teams! The Bs made a terrific start, 

winning their first 3 matches, playing super 
hockey and scoring some magnificent goals 
against Richard Pate, Rendcomb and  
St Edward’s. Tougher opposition arrived with 
Beaudesert and the College, but Berky battled 
hard and ended the season on a high, drawing 
against King’s Gloucester. The A team’s games 
were characterised by slick passing, solid 
defensive work and a great understanding of 
each other’s play and, although they did not 
win all of their matches, they are possibly the 
strongest Berky side ever! The highlight of their 
season was a 1- 0 win against Dean Close 
made possible by a flying leap by Poppy in 
goal to palm down a high shot which was then 
dispatched to safety, and a super goal from 
Caitlin which crashed against the backboard. 
This team has been a pleasure to coach and 
their team play has been second to none. L.W.

squad a - all awarded colours: A Crane,  
B Davidson*, C Green*, P Mills*, A Paterson*, 
S Paulus*, M Silsby, M Taylor, H Wan*,  
E Wiles*. All awarded colours.  As a reflection  
of how strong this team was, an unprecedented 
7 outstanding badges were awarded (asterisked). 
B:  R Atack, S Boddana, I Dewar,  
C Gillett, A Kaur, I Mansell-King, A Page,  
M Silsby, M Taylor, G Woodward.  

U10  | hockeY
The A team had a bit of an ‘up and down’ 
season, always taking some time to warm to 
the task at hand - often the second half of 
their matches was much stronger than the 
first. However, the girls played with great 
determination and battled to the end, securing 
wins against Rendcomb, Richard Pate and 
Hatherop Castle.  Every B team match was 
extremely close and although Berky did not 
win, they drew two against Richard Pate and 
St Edward’s and only lost to the College 1- 0. 
The girls all worked hard and well together  
and were unlucky not to win a match.  
Well done to all. L.W.

squad a: H Brown, E Collins, I Fletcher,  
N Flexman, L James, M Jenkins, A Keogh,  
K Lillywhite, H Mackay, L Stewart, E Terry.  
B: H Brown, C Crompton, K Dowds,  
E Griffiths, D Harcourt, F Harvey, A Keogh,  
R Mackay, F Parkin, E Wheaton.  

U9  | hockeY
Both A and B teams have developed their skill 
and spatial awareness this season, playing with 
enthusiasm and a good deal of success. The A 
Team performed very well at the Cheltenham 
College tournament, holding their own against 
all opponents and scoring a spectacular winning 
goal against St John’s in the very last minute.  
For the B Team their ‘champagne moment’ 
came in the final match of the season against 
Dean Close. In the dying minutes, with the 
score at 2-2, the determined Berky attack 
managed to find the back of the net once 
more. The girls’ delight was clear as the whistle 
blew for full time. It has been a most enjoyable 
season. Well played all! C.C.

squad a: S Doughty, A Ellison, F Hampton,  
A Holder, L More, J Rayner, E Vintcent,  
M Ward, E Wragg. 
B: A Byndyu, K Crichard, H de Wit, E 
Emberson, I Freeman, R Madden, C O’Connor, 
S Slessor, C Whistler, D White.  

U8  | hockeY
At Under 8 level, the girls play a variety of 
combinations and positions - both attack and 
defence. This year some have played in goal 
too. They had one really tough match, against 
the College, but battled hard and never let their 
heads drop. The rest of the season went much 
better, including a 3 -1 win for the Red team at  
St Edward’s and it ended with a super Dean 
Close fixture, where the improvement in their 
hockey was evident for all to see. The Red 
team lost 1-2, the Blue team drew 0-0 and the 
Yellow team won 1- 0. Well done to all. L.W.

squad: A Byndyu, V Boddana,  
V Cooke, B Dunning, E Godding, S Griffiths, 
E Hurcombe, G Johnson, P McIntosh, E 
Mcloughlin, I McNeil, D Oakley, F Rayner,  
I Rutherford, H Sampson, E Sissons, A Thomas, 
M Wrathmell.  

U11a  | rUgBY
A hugely enjoyable season, the boys competed 

superbly playing some of the toughest 
fixtures in the time that I’ve been at Berky.
We opened our account with a stunning 
12-3 victory against Beaudesert, followed by 
narrow defeats against Rendcomb, Richard 
Pate and Wycliffe. Each match was close.  
A convincing 5-2 victory over St Edward’s 
was followed by a thrilling 3 -1 defeat 
against King’s Worcester.
December’s Dean Close Festival showed 
how the boys had improved. In tight 
matches we drew 1-1 with Rendcomb  
and Richard Pate. We finally lost 2- 0 to 
Dean Close, but gave an excellent account 
of ourselves.

Our traditional end to the season against King’s 
Gloucester was a wonderful performance.  
It was all about the pace, power and teamwork 
of Berky, resulting in a 13-2 victory.
The results do not really reflect how good this 
team have been. Defeats were very close-
fought affairs which could have gone either way. 
The attitude, commitment and teamwork have 
been outstanding and the boys have played 
some wonderful attacking rugby. Defence has 
been immense throughout the season. I have 
been delighted to see so many boys develop 
into very promising players. Well done to all  
of you. P.Mc. 
squad: C Campbell, E Clark, J Coley, W Cooke, 
B Gibson, J Main, T Minter, A Rendell, G Iles,  
E Shaw, H Sullivan, A Wragg, J Wright.  
All awarded colours. Outstanding Awards:  
E Clark, W Cooke, B Gibson, A Wragg.  

hockeY stats 
 plaYed Won lost draWn 

U11a 8 4 3 1

U11B 6 3 2 1

U10a 6 3 2 1

U10B 3 0 1 2

U9a 14 3 6 5

U9B 6 4 1 1

U8 9 2 5 2

U11B  | rUgBY
The U11B, a mixture of Year 5 and 6 boys, had 
a super season, with victories against Wycliffe, 
St Edward’s and Rendcomb. Even when behind 
in matches they have worked hard as a team, 
often coming back to gain a victory. The 
Wycliffe match epitomised this - a lacklustre 
first half - a Mr Banks team talk - and the final 
result was an excellent win!
Tom was prolific throughout the season, as 
was Toby in the first half of the season. James 
made some excellent impacts in the second half 
of the season. Excellent runs and tackles were 
seen from Jacob and Henry. P.Mc.

The Year 5 boys will have gained much from 
this season. There was great promise shown 
from Toby in attack and some outstanding 

tackling from Nic.  
Well done to all the team! 
squad: N Brush, C Dunning,  
H Hurcombe, T Minter, J Main, T Martin,  
J Parkin, T Perks, P Sinden, M Sissons,  
E Stojanov, H Whistler.  

U10 | rUgBY
We began at Beaudesert with a narrow 
win, a great way to start. Success at 
Hatherop, Richard Pate and Rendcomb 
followed. November was a tough month 
for fixtures until the end of the month 
saw a win against King’s Worcester. 
The final match was v King’s Gloucester 
where we recorded a convincing  
12-3 win.
The results have come from the hard 
work and positive attitude of the boys. 
As a team they have played really well, 
trying things they have learnt from 
training, and persevering when games 

have been tough. They have played unselfishly 
and this was reflected in the final game at King’s 
Gloucester where they had a big lead but 
instead of scoring try after try they looked for 
each other in an attempt to get everyone on 
the score sheet. Hugo and Rex have tackled 
superbly, Sam and Ollie A have been good 
captains, providing leadership, Harry and Bertie 
made some impressive runs, Ollie R, Ethan, 
Jasper and Toby have all played well, defending 
fantastically and playing an important role in set 
pieces. 
I have really enjoyed my first season of rugby at 
Berkhampstead and I know that next year we 
will have a fantastic U11 team. D.B.

squad: O Armstrong, J Ayland, H Barber, H Bawtree, 
B Bird, R Lewis, T Martin, O Rendell,  
E O’Yando, S Perris and H Whistler.  

U9  | rUgBY
It has been most impressive how the boys 
adapted to full-contact rugby so quickly and 
their level of skill with passing and receiving 
the ball. Defensive tackling from George dB-T, 
Adam, Jack and James S led the way for the  
a team, and George L, Archie and Eliot for 
the B team. This made the difference in many 
games and contributed to good wins at the 
Wycliffe Tournament, King’s Gloucester and 
Rendcomb. The last-minute defending of 
the a team try-line in the game at Richard 
Pate (despite our 12–3 lead) epitomised the 
determination of all the U9 boys. 
In attack, deceptive and elusive running from 
Charles, Charlton, James E, Rhys and Rumhann 
added to the try score. The dynamic and 
evasive running of George dB-T and Adam 
made the difference in narrow wins against 
King’s Worcester and St Edward’s. I was 
particularly impressed with the intelligent 
positional play and distribution of William P 
and the skills of Benji, James CG and Oliver 
in practice and I am sure that it is only a 
matter of time before they too will be making 
considerable contributions in games. Well done to 
all the boys for a very fine season of rugby. R.C.

squad: E Atkinson, G de Burgh-Thomas,  
R Campbell, J Carder-Geddes, J Ellis,  
B Jenkins, G Lockwood, R Loffhagen, C Makins, 
A Mills, W Parkin, J Paterson, A Ryder, J Shaw, 
C van Staden, O Wiles.  

U8 | rUgBY
The boys had a very good tag rugby season.  
It was lovely to see that as the term progressed 
each boy improved his skills with the ball.  
The boys got better at tagging their opponents, 
running for the gaps to score tries, passing the 
ball to each other’s hands, catching and, very 
importantly, staying on the pitch with the ball! 
Well played boys. T.M.

squad: O Afseth, J Ayland, F Cooper,  
H Dewar, H Dowds, L Flexman, E Macnish,   
F Mansell-King, A Perris, G Rea, E Stewart,  
N Wheaton. 

rUgBY stats  plaYed Won lost draWnU11a 10 4 4 2U11B 7 3 3 1U10a 8 6 2 0U9a 11 8 2 1U9B 10 4 6 0U08 14 9 2 3

Sports
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ChristmasTime!

christmas at Berkhampstead is alWaYs magical, and neVer more so  
than dUring oUr carol serVice in the BeaUtifUl all saints’ chUrch.   

Year 6 led the candlelit procession and readings, the choirs  
sang and the tone Was set for the festiVe season.

December dawned and Berky exploded into  
a world of tinsel…overnight!  The children 

embraced the classroom decoration and the 
place was transformed - well done to 4E for 
decorating the award winning room.  Glittery 
art and crafts filled Kindergarten and displays 
sparkled all around school.  Christmas had 
certainly arrived!

Angel Express, our Pre-Prep Nativity, took place 
at All Saints’ Church.  As news arrived ‘hot off 

the press’ of the birth of the baby, some hasty 
rehearsals ensued, then the angels rushed to the 
stable to sing a welcome.  
The Early Years’ Nativity story centred around 
a grumpy sheep. The cross and rather lazy 
creature had totally the wrong idea of what to 
expect about Baby Jesus.  Happily, on meeting 
the Boy King she learnt to smile and never 
grumped again!  The children did brilliantly, lines 
were learnt, voices were clear and loud - 

the singing and acting were tremendous as they 
brought both interpretations of the special tale 
to life.
EVENTS: Early Years’ Concert, Pre-Prep Nativity, 
the pantomimes, PTA Christmas Fayre and 
discos, Christmas Jumper Day, charity music and 
carols at the Regent Arcade and carol singing 
at Bay Tree Court Residential Home, Christmas 
Running Club (Santa hats compulsory), a super 
turkey lunch and the Carol Service.  Lots went on!
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