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lance through this edition of the Berky Blazer and you’ll see evidence
of creative teaching everywhere! There’s Maths in action via the
planning and setting up of a small business - The Lemonade Stand; there’s
History Mystery Day with its code-breaking, research and sleuthing
challenges; there’s the fabulous 500 words challenge - what an amazing
standard of stories we had this year - there are the mini-films of questions
that Year 1 children ‘tweeted’ to astronaut Tim Peake - to name just a few.

M

ISI Report Nov 2014

I’ve been at Berky…
…since 2009.

G

“Teaching enthuses and motivates the
children to become active learners”

We teach creatively and it pays off - it’s evident in our excellent results.
The 35 children in Year 6 won 17 Grammar school places and 18
scholarships to independent schools this year. Our non-pressurised
environment, our talented staff and Berkhampstead’s positive ethos
make it a great place to be. Berkhampstead children have an all-round
experience where sport, chess, the arts and the academic are all prized.
I am proud that they do so well and go on to thrive in senior schools.
Music matters enormously. Our wonderful Spring Concerts, held at the
Pittville Pump Room, once again showed that Music is at the heart of
Berkhampstead. Every child from Year 2 to Year 6, along with the
Year 1 choir, performed in this fabulous venue - and what performances!
I make no apologies for asserting once again that there can be no school
of similar size that comes close to us for inclusivity and musicality. The
contribution of the Parents’ Choir - songs from Oklahoma - added a great
deal to the evening. It was wonderful to experience the strong feeling of
community that comes from singing together with friends, alumni, parents
and - most importantly - every child in the Prep. It certainly confirmed the
most recent ISI report’s findings that we have ‘highly supportive parents’
and I’d add ‘talented’ to that too!
The sense of community was reinforced this term when the Prep children
were presented with our new House Badges - it’s lovely to see these
being worn with pride. House affiliation is strong and positive as the
recent House events - Pancake Races, House Drama, the Swimming Gala,
football and netball - showed.
It’s been a pleasure to see the new Platinum Award being embraced so
enthusiastically by Years 5 & 6. I’ve been impressed by the innovation
and endeavour already being shown and by seeing the children grow in
confidence as they make and implement their own decisions about their
Award’s content.
What a privilege it is to be
Head of such a school!

Richard
Richard Cross
Headmaster

me Cussen, our languages
specialist, teaches French and/or
Spanish to every child in the school,
from Kindergarten to Year 6.
Passionate about her subject,
her methods are interactive and
imaginative and they make learning
fun. Her Language Days are full
of colour and foreign flavours and
they immerse the children in
different cultures.

Digging For Victory...
...and the winners will be the mini beasts, birds and creatures who are already making the
wildlife garden in the corner of the Pre-Prep playground their home - it is really beginning
to take shape. We are excited to see the native hedge planted last term showing signs of life.
The children have been working enthusiastically to create bark paths and to shape the pond.
It is fantastic to hear all the children’s ideas and we are incorporating many of them - do watch
this space, lots more is planned. J.T.

Chess Champs

The House that I’m in…
…is St. Andrews - the best house!
Learning a language is important because…
it’s fun, it allows you to understand cultures and people different to
you which is really, really interesting; ultimately, it can prevent war.
The ‘hardest’ language to learn…
…is the first one after English. After that, the third, fourth or fifth
will be much easier.
My favourite French joke is…
“What do you say to get a French bear out of a cave?”
‘Camembert’!
If I didn’t teach…
…I’d live in a holistic community somewhere beautiful.

Cake at Break

When it comes to music…
…I play the piano to Grade 8 and clarinet to Grade 6. I have also
taught myself the guitar and the tin whistle.

Sport Relief benefitted when Francesca R,
with a little help from her friends, offered
cake for sale to raise funds for this splendid
cause. A great use of initiative on her part.
Thanks to all for their generosity. G.A.

In my spare time…
…I enjoy walking, playing the piano and clarinet in a band and I love
to speak with French friends.

This term has been a very busy and incredibly
successful one. The school team has notched
up two trophies.
First, an unbeaten season has meant that the
District League Trophy (the Harris Shield) is
heading back to Berky, while a successful District
Congress saw us emerge as the top school and
retain the Wheeler Cup. At the congress Toby M
– on the form of his life – took 2nd place overall
as well as winning the prize for top Y5 pupil.
George de B-T won the prize for highest
scoring Y4 pupil while Charlton v-S, Jack P,
Bertie B, James S and Eliot A also picked up
prizes for notable scores. I must congratulate
the school team (the core six are captain
Anna P, Ruby A, James S, Jack P, George de B-T
and Oliver W) not only on their league success
but also on defeating Holy Apostles in a tense
Knockout Cup semi-final. Christ Church awaits in
the final which will be played after Easter. Could
an historic ‘treble’ be on the cards? M.C.

If I knew I couldn’t fail…
…I’d live in France and run music, dancing and yoga holidays.
When I was a little girl, I wanted to be…
…a farmer.
I can speak…
…French, Spanish and Italian well, along with a little German,
Welsh and Thai.
My favourite foreign food is…
…moules marinières avec frites.
When you travel...
. . . do learn how to say ‘Hello, how are you…I would like that
please…thank you very much…goodbye’ - you can always use
your hands to point to something. These polite few words, with eye
contact and a smile, will go a long way towards connecting with the
other person.
I am always...
... being tickled by something funny, clever or new that a pupil is up
to in my class or in the playground.

In The Frame
It was lovely for Berkhampstead to be
invited once again to submit a piece from
each year group in the Malvern St James’
Art Exhibition.
Well done to all who produced such
a great range of art to select from.
The children and parents who came along
to view the exhibition thoroughly enjoyed
it. A special mention to those who won
Highly Commended certificates:
I Freeman, S Perris, M Evans and I Keogh.
M.B.

Creative Play
What fun the Pre-Prep children had with the playground equipment, when they spontaneously
decorated the tree. There was a clamour to join in with hanging skipping ropes and hoops,
balancing pom-poms and adding an array of items to the branches during lunch break. J.L.
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LOTS OF SPACE...
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year 2 investigate

The case of the
missing jewels

History Mystery Day took a Victorian theme and
the Year 2 children rose to the occasion, arriving
dressed for that period and ready for anything!
They were were greeted by Queen Victoria
herself and a range of characters who bore a
passing resemblance to the staff. The day began
with the children setting out to decorate their
carefully crafted Mother’s Day brooches with
jewels. As the jewellery box was opened, there
were gasps as it was discovered that the jewels
had gone! The only evidence that could be seen
was a set of footprints on newspaper, which
was collected as evidence in case it was needed
when the thief was caught.
By working together throughout the day, the
children tackled a series of puzzles and were
extremely busy finding clues, solving problems
and looking for the chief suspect - Charlie Peace
- a notorious Victorian thief. They tackled maths
challenges, assimilated information, completed
jigsaws of Queen Victoria’s royal relatives and
assembled timelines. There were occasional
glimpses of a shady figure carrying a violin case,
but it took until the afternoon to track him
down to the Headmaster’s office. The children
confronted him, cracked the code, opened the
violin case and the jewels were rescued just in
time to finish the brooches. Charlie Peace left
the premises in disgrace. A great time was had
by all. C.B.

As part of their Space topic, spent a fantastic day crammed full of space
activities! They were quite a sight when they arrived in the morning
dressed as astronauts, aliens and scientists to enjoy space games and
stories. We were pleased to welcome Mr Pollock from Cheltenham
Ladies’ College, who bought an inflatable planetarium - the StarLab. The
children were very excited to see what looked like a giant bouncy castle
in the Prep Hall and they were not disappointed when they finally got
inside! Mr Pollock took the children on a space adventure, from the Sea
of Tranquillity on the Moon, to the surface of Mars and the International
Space Station. On emerging from the dome, the children (and staff!) were
awestruck and said it was the best thing they’d ever seen! H.C.

Calling Major Tim

Year 1 have spent much of the term following the progress of Tim Peake
as he orbits the Earth on the International Space Station (ISS). When they
saw him on Twitter answering questions, they were very keen to get in
touch themselves. We talked at length about what makes a good question,
and how to use question marks. Once the questions were written we
set about reading them aloud in our best newsreader voices. We even
watched Newsround for inspiration! Using the iPads, the children expertly
filmed each other asking Tim their questions, before tweeting him
our finished video. Unfortunately, he didn’t reply, but we think that might
have been because he was really rather busy up on the ISS… H.C.

LEARNING
BY
DOING...
Flying Mice

Year 2 enjoyed
exploring Forces
by making and then
launching ‘rocket mice’ on Science Day
(no creatures were harmed - a paper mouse on top of a squash
bottle). The mice were observed flying up into the air and an
investigation was carried out to see what factors affected how high
they went. The children’s theories considered the size of the bottle,
the thickness/rigidity of the plastic and the strength of the
person pushing. The children concluded that it was the size
of the push that altered the height of the mouse. S.O.

Building Bridges

As part of their work on famous Victorians, Year 2 spent time
thinking about the Clifton Suspension Bridge made by Isambard
Kingdom Brunel. They were then set the challenge to design and
build their own bridge from the available materials. It is not as easy
as it looks and required the children to embrace the school motto
- perseverantia vincit! Many difficulties were encountered and, after
much discussion, designs were adapted, different materials were
chosen and better bridges emerged. There were smiles all round as
the proud bridge makers tested out their constructions at the end
of the day. S.O.

News
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Kindergarten
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a term of playing,
exploring and learning

The biggest imaginable Ordnance Survey map
arrived in Kindergarten - it was huge! It really
helped with our Where I Live topic as the
children got busy crawling, pushing cars along
the roads and seeing what they could identify.
Finding the familiar locations of school, home
and Pittville Park became quite a pastime and
what a lot they learned! Using boxes and tape,
the children designed and made buildings and
positioned them on the giant map, adding
a new dimension to their ‘small world’ play.
Houses were constructed from pre-cut pieces
- everyone customised their ideal home and
there were some innovative designs!
We moved on to smaller maps and the children
enjoyed using the tube map of the London
Underground to practise mark making, tracing
and following routes.
The children threw themselves into our
swashbuckling week of pirate games and
activities. They dressed up as pirates, built ships
using the large construction blocks, searched for
treasure in the sensory sand box and painted
and repaired a cardboard ship which we
docked outside during ‘free flow’ play.
It was very exciting when a ship loaded with
treasure was discovered in Kindergarten sunk in the water sensory tray - how had
it got there? The children used fishing rods
to retrieve the pennies and jewels from the
bottom of the ‘sea’, in amongst the shells and
rocks. They investigated which materials were
attracted to the magnetic fishing rods. They
then counted the number of jewels and coins
that they had managed to retrieve from the
‘seabed’.
Our trip to the Jet Age Museum to see the
different aeroplanes was fabulous. The children
listened with interest to the history of aviation
and how it all began ‘on our doorstep’. They
learnt that planes need to be light, that they
require power and (of course) wings. All
made their own beautifully decorated paper
aeroplanes and saw how well they flew. Then
it was time to take the controls and everyone
enjoyed sitting in the cockpit of ‘Biggles’. We
watched planes landing and taking off, and saw
a very skilled pilot fly a helicopter in front of
us, hover a few feet off the ground and take off
again - it was very exciting!
What beautiful cards were made for Mother’s
Day this year - some very smiley bees were
featured heading towards colourful flowers.
Fine motor skills were in action when making
the cards - sticking and cutting and drawing and
making decisions about design. The children
were then challenged to either write or copywrite their name and a caption inside the card
- they did very well. C.L-D.

Reception
Reception’s ‘Destination Outer Space’ topic
was SO popular! It took off with a visit to
Birmingham’s ThinkTank Science Museum.
The children toured around the night sky in
the Planetarium and found out lots about the
stars and astronomy. They loved the interactive
exhibits - Create an Alien and RoboThespian.
Back at Berky we investigated ‘A Day in the Life
of an Astronaut’ using the NASA website to see
clips of how astronauts carry out everyday tasks,
for example, eating and sleeping. The children
sampled some astronaut food and compared it
to normal food! They were fascinated by
Tim Peake’s time on the International Space
Station (ISS) and followed this closely.
An astronaut fitness programme built strength
and stamina in PE and was a great deal of fun - as
was alien tag! Holst’s The Planets Suite was used
in PE lessons and the children made contrasting
movements to fit with the very popular Mars bringer of war, and Jupiter - bringer of jollity.
Which 3D shapes are best for building rockets?
The children had fun experimenting and found
that flat faces are the best for building. They
created some fabulous spacecraft using recycled
materials.
The children used mirrors to explore how
symmetry works and created some wonderful
aliens. They painted half an alien and then folded
over the paper and pressed down firmly. Strange
creatures with many legs, arms and even heads
were revealed! They used the paint app on the
iPad to make, customise and print their own
aliens and ‘Wanted’ posters based on the ‘Aliens
Love Underpants’ story.
Art was inspired by the “Katie and the Starry
Night’ story, where Katie climbs into The Starry
Night painting at an exhibition of Van Gogh
paintings and the adventure begins! The children
were so enthralled with the story that they
created their own Starry Night pictures using
a similar technique to Van Gogh.
Space Party Day was super. The children looked
fantastic in their space costumes. They enjoyed
playing space games and taking their turn to visit
the digital star lab, loaned by Cheltenham Ladies’
College. The giant inflatable dome was the venue
for an absolutely amazing journey through space.
We found the International Space Station and
looked down at the Earth. We ‘landed on’ the
moon, saw the Sea of Tranquillity and we even
went all the way to Jupiter to see which of its
moons orbits fastest round the planet. What an
exciting day.
Bear hunting, card making, story writing, tracking
clues and solving puzzles all played a part in
the term’s work. Observational drawing using
watercolour pencils and collages based on

‘Where I Live’ showed what enthusiastic artists
we have in Reception.
“All the world’s a stage”…during Shakespeare
Week, the children were keen to find out about
Oberon and Titania, the King and Queen of the
fairies, and the mischievous fairy, Puck, from
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Inspired, they
built a den, became faeries and brewed up love
potions in outdoor learning.
Imagination and creativity combined to make
wonderful Easter bonnets - all of which turned
out to be prize winners - what a great standard
was reached! H.R-W. & J.B.
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Spring Concert
9th March 2016
Pittville Pump Room
Cheltenham

t
r
e
c
n
o
C
g
n
i
r
Sp

“Oh what a beautiful morning, oh what a beautiful day,
I got a beautiful feelin’, ev’rythin’s goin’ my way.”

S

o sang the enthusiastic Y5 and Y6 pupils
with a marvellous choir of parents and
friends at the annual Spring Concert in
the Pittville Pump Room. Nine songs from
Oklahoma, linked with narration and dialogue
between characterful actors from Y6, created
the finale for two thrilling concerts involving
pupils from Y1-Y6. Our theme this year was
‘Music from the Musicals’ and this was taken up
creatively by our wonderful music directors for
each ensemble. We heard music from The Sound
of Music, Mary Poppins, Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang,
The Wizard of Oz, We Will Rock You, Porgy and
Bess, Matilda, Cats, Oliver and many well-known
themes from films - A Space Odyssey, James
Bond, SpongeBob SquarePants, Ghostbusters, The
Hobbit, Star Wars and Black Mambo. Y2 gave us
a marvellous medley of nursery rhymes, with
everyone playing an instrument and our new
beginner ensemble ‘Jigsaw’ performed Frère
Jacques and The Berky Blues confidently and
with style.
Prep Music
Earlier in the term Y4 and Y5 had an
awe-inspiring trip to see the CBSO performing
at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham. The
hour-long programme was exciting and very
varied, with contrasting pieces such as The Ride
of the Valkyries, The Lark Ascending and a new
composition The Night Ferry – every piece
became a favourite!

Prep musicians performed at the Spring Recital
and, yet again, there was a delightful mix of
younger and older pupils at different levels on
a wide variety of instruments.
Many of our pupils have taken part in music
courses outside school, including the National
Children’s Choir and Orchestras. They have
demonstrated confidence, enjoyed playing
with larger groups and gained very valuable
experience in the process. P.M.
Pre-Prep Music
Every child in Year 2 had the opportunity to
try playing the violin at a String Workshop run
by Miss Ginns and Mrs Sallis. All of the children
enjoyed the experience and several of them
were interested in learning the instrument,
although some had already set their sights on
rather larger stringed instruments, such as the
double bass!
At the end of term, our very first Pre-Prep
Recital was a real treat. Ottilie W gave a
confident rendition of Pitlochry, with superb
intonation and dynamics. Grace W gave a
very assured and musical performance on the
violin of the tricky Sonatina by Handel. Griff L
caused a ripple of excitement in the audience
by playing the rousing theme to Star Wars
very confidently on the piano. Jonathan B
played the recorder piece Harrison’s Rag very
tunefully and rhythmically, accompanied by

his mum. Next was a piano piece called Misty
Midnight Garden; Phoebe M really managed to
evoke the atmosphere of the garden with her
sensitive playing. The audience was delighted by
William S’s voice and guitar performance (with
backing vocals by Dad!) of the G Song before
the concert ended with Viera M’s jazzy recorder
piece, the EBGBs.
We can most certainly rest assured that the
future of Berkhampstead music is rosy! G.A.

Music achievements
Prep Test Piano: C Dunning, E Wheaton
Grade 1: H Barber (Drum Kit), N Brush
(Clarinet** and Piano**),R Madden (Viola**),
N Milne (Drum Kit*), C O’Connor (Piano*),
W Parkin (Flute), O Wallace (Violin),
A Wragg (Drum Kit*)
Grade 2: C Crompton (Viola**), C Whistler
(Recorder*), I Dewar (Violin)
Grade 3: R Atack (Drum Kit*), C Gillett (Flute)
Grade 5: R Loffhagen (Piano)
* Denotes - Pass with Merit
** Denotes - Pass with Distinction

Trips

and visits

Off we go...

Fresh faces, new places and wide spaces we’ve used them all this term to bring learning to life

Thinking Allowed
Excited and eager to learn, Year1 visited the Think Tank in Birmingham.
They had a fantastic talk about Tim Peake and the ISS, where they ‘wowed’
everyone with their space knowledge and eagerness to answer questions.
The children were especially excited to hear about how astronauts go to
the toilet and to find out about the ideal materials for a space suit. One of
the boys (whilst dressed in a space suit!) managed to exit the ISS and ‘fix’
a broken solar panel! The children explored the science garden, crossed
the giant stepping stones and ran in the giant hamster wheel. All behaved
impeccably and several passers-by remarked on how smart they looked.
They were a real credit to Berky on this super day out. H.C.

Year 2 Go
Back in
Time
Having dressed in period
costume, the children lined up
at Gloucester Folk Museum,
paid their old penny for a day
in the schoolroom and, with
some apprehension, took their
places in a schoolroom where
discipline was the order of the day.

I name this child
The proud parents, with their selected Godparents, took their
babies (dolls, which they thoughtfully and very appropriately named
themselves) to All Saints’ Church for an infant baptism. Each child in
Year1wrote invitations and families came to share in the ceremony,
which was adapted only slightly, and beautifully undertaken by
Father Steven - he even presented each ‘baby’ with a Baptismal
Candle and Certificate. During the service the children shared what
they had learned regarding the symbolism of baptism and read
prayers. Celebratory refreshments, including a Christening cake,
were served at school afterwards. This was the culmination of the
half term’s RE learning about different festivals and followed a visit
earlier in the term to explore and have a tour of the church. We
have a close relationship with All Saints’ Church, who invariably give
a warm welcome and accommodate us to give the children exciting
learning experiences. H.C.

Times tables were recited and mistakes or hesitations were punished.
Using dip pens, all tried to master handwriting - the left handers had
a real struggle - right is right! Several children were sent to the back
of the room for committing misdemeanours and the finger stocks
were brought out for those who couldn’t keep their hands still.
It was a real challenge not to break a rule and it was a relief when
the teacher reverted to 2016 rules and methods at the end.
Next came Victorian wash day using a dolly, mangle and washboard - the
children were amazed at how long everything took without electricity.
Finally it was time for some play. The girls were given quiet games that
would prepare them for being good housewives and mothers, whilst
the boys were allowed exciting toys. It was a real contrast to the lives
children lead today and a super learning experience. J.T.

Pikes at the Ready
Our trip to the Commandery in Worcester began with a workshop
about the Baggage train, and focused on soldiers in the Civil War and
the support network that
travelled with them. This
included some gruesome
field operations and gave a
real insight into soldiers’ lives.
A talk on arms and armour
allowed the children to wear
uniforms and handle pikes,
muskets and pistols. They
then competed in teams
in the very entertaining
cannon loading drill and
marched fully armed.
The day ended with
gentler workshops on
candle making and
writing with quills.
This was a hugely
enjoyable trip
that supported the
children’s learning
the folk museum
about 17th
century life. P.Mc
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Prep sharpen up their entrepreneurial skills
The Paper Aeroplane Challenge saw Year 4
given a limited number of tokens, which they
used to purchase raw materials to build a plane.
The challenge involved trialling different paper
aeroplane designs and creating a logo, using
as few tokens as possible. They rose to the
occasion and their aircraft were impressive!
Next came real money-making opportunities:
4T chose their favourite recipes and ran a
‘smoothie bike’ at break. TNS, the School
caterers, kindly lent us their smoothie bike,
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Puzzle Day

An array of puzzles, old and new, was set out
in the hall to tease brains from Y2 to Y6 on our
annual Puzzle Day. Alas, the challenge of the
whole school completing a 1000 piece jigsaw
proved far too ambitious and the puzzle now
rests in the Prep staff room where one or two
keen teachers are chipping away at it. Every
Prep child was given a sheet of puzzles - ranging
from logic to mathematical to wordy problems
- to tackle and it was wonderful to witness
everyone concentrating hard. A house trophy
was awarded to St Andrew’s and St David’s
jointly. Both houses had tied in the race to
produce the most correct answers. M. C.
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Cross Country
Opportunities abounded this term for the children to dig deep into
what makes a good story. They reviewed some of the best children’s
literature and wrote some wonderful stories of their own.
Shakespeare Week saw each year group from
Reception to Year 6 exploring and acting out
scenes from some of the bard’s best known
plays, as well as learning more about his life and
work. The children enjoyed looking at his use
of language and were amazed to find just how
many everyday phrases we use today which
were first used in Shakespeare plays.

We celebrated World Book Day this year
by inviting children across the school to create
book reviews. The remit was to do so in
original, unusual or inspiring ways and the
children rose to the challenge. The format
of the reviews included several 3D models
bringing the books to life and a superb film
trailer, complete with atmospheric music.

The children’s true creativity was shown in the
500 Word Story competition, the standard of
the stories was truly outstanding and it was
very difficult for the judges to select the winning
entries. Extracts from three stories are included
above - full versions are to be posted on the
school website. B.E.

The Cross Country League this year so
far has featured four races. As usual, they
were hotly contested, with over 170 boys
and 140 girls taking part. All of our runners
tried hard with Alex, Bea, Lovisa, Izzy, Ellis
and Harvey usually coming home first for
the Berky team. In the gruelling Invitation
Cross Country Event at Rendcomb College,
Ellis, Rhys and George did exceptionally well
and all of the Berky children completed the
course - which is an achievement in itself!
Well done to all who ran this season.
Colours awarded to: R Atack, A Crane, E Clark,
B Davidson, I Dewar, C Green, G Iles,
L James, I Mansell-King, H Sullivan, J Wright. L. W.

so that pedal power could be used to create
the drinks, which were snapped up by eager
customers. 4E created a ‘top secret’ lemonade
recipe, purchased ingredients, made drinks
and ran a very popular lemonade stand. Both
activities were a huge success - the children
really enjoyed themselves and learned a lot.
As for the profit… some was used to purchase
Easter eggs which were donated to the Pied
Piper Appeal and the remainder was spent on
new games for wet playtimes. D. B.

Swimming Gala
Report 2016

It was lovely to see all the children make
such an effort and particularly pleasing
to see those who find swimming difficult
battle their way down a length. We have
many excellent swimmers. Emily W broke
the Year 6 backstroke and breaststroke
records which had stood since 2003 and
George I broke the Year 6 front crawl and
butterfly records. Between them, they hold
an impressive 15 school records and
I suspect it will be many a year before
one of these is broken.
The gala was close throughout and coming
into the last relay, any one of three houses
could have won the trophy. The overall
winner was finally
decided on an
exciting fingertip
finish. The House
Relays were
won by
St Patrick’s
(girls) and
St David’s
(boys) which
gave them
victory by
the finest
of margins.
Well done
to all of our
swimmers.
L. W.

Sports

reports

encounter vs St Edward’s in the last match of
the season. The Cheltenham College game was
played indoors, which always increases the pace.
Our Berky team worked very hard as the play
swung from end to end - final score 7-2 to the
College. At the RPS tournament, the team were
placed second and were rightly proud of their
silver medals. L.W.
U10 A Team: E Collins, I Fletcher, N Flexman,
A Keogh, L James, M Jenkins, K Lillywhite, E
Terry, E Wheaton.

U11 |
 Netball

The U11 teams had a very good season - they
practised hard and the improvement was
evident at the end of term. The B team won
matches against Rendcomb College, King’s
Gloucester and Cheltenham College and the
3 matches they lost were very close, with only a
couple of goals in it. The girls were versatile and
worked very well as a team playing steady and
consistent netball. L.W.
U11 B Team: S Boddana, I Dewar, C Gillett,
A Kaur, I Mansell-King, A Page, M Taylor and
G Woodward.
The A team secured victories against Hatherop
Castle, Beaudesert, King’s Gloucester and St
Edward’s. Their narrow losses against Richard
Pate School and Cheltenham College were
hard fought. By the end of the season the girls
were playing very slick netball with strong
defence and fast and accurate centre court play
and the shooters were passing to each other in
the circle superbly. L.W.
U11 A Team: R Atack, A Crane, B Davidson,
C Green, P Mills, A Paterson, S Paulus, M Silsby,
H Wan and E Wiles (all awarded colours).
Outstanding Badges to Alex, Bea and Sophie for
exceptional work in defence and to Emily for
energetic, fast and super accurate centre court play.

netball stats
played won lost

drawn

U11A	 6

4

2

0

U11B

6

3

3

0

U10A	 5

2

2

1

U10B

3

0

3

0

U9A	 7

6

1

0

U9B

6

5

1

0

U8A	 4

2

1

1

U8B

2

2

0

4

U11A | Football

The U11A team have enjoyed a successful
season, playing an attacking brand of football
and starting well with a comprehensive 6-0
victory against Richard Pate. The next three
matches were closely contested draws against
Rendcomb, Wycliffe and King’s, Worcester.
Our only loss came against St. Edward’s. In
response, the boys worked hard in training
to improve defensive organisation and this
resulted in a successful finish to the season.
In our final matches we drew with a strong
Beaudesert, beat St John’s on the Hill and
completed the season with a super 3-0 victory
against Cheltenham College.All worked hard
and displayed a positive attitude, encouraging
each other and taking pleasure in each other’s
successes. Defence has been strong, with
brave goalkeeping performances from Ben and
Willoughby, solid tackling from Ethan and great
athleticism from Ellis. George, Harry and Harvey
have shown good improvement in midfield and

U11C | Football

The boys had some great games this season.
Everyone played to the best of their ability
throughout the term. There was a great variety
of athletic saves in goal, some strong physical
tackling, accurate passing and shots on goal.
Within each match there has always been a
strong element of enjoyment. Whether we
were the dominant team or the opposition
were keeping us pinned back in our half, the
boys always had smiles on their faces and not
once did their heads go down. A lovely season
played in the right sporting manner.
Well done boys! T.M.
U11 C Team: J Ayland, H Bawtree, N Brush,
C Dunning, H Hurcombe, N Milne, J Parkin,
P Sinden, M Sissons, E Stojanov, H Whistler.

U9 | Netball

Both teams have developed their netball skill,
spatial awareness, speed and poise on the court
this season to great effect. They have played
with enthusiasm and have had success as a
result. The A team had an outstanding season.
Their shooters found the net again and again
but the standard of the flow of play is what
has drawn extraordinary comments from
onlookers. The girls really forged together as a
team and improved individually, match by match.
The B team too have come on immeasurably.
With only one loss out of their six games, the
girls have really done themselves proud this
term with several players progressing from very
unsure of themselves to being really confident
and enjoying their netball. It has been a most
enjoyable season. Well played, one and all! C.C.
U9 A Team: S Doughty, A Ellison, F Hampton,
A Holder, L More, J Rayner, E Vintcent, M Ward,
E Wragg.
U9 B Team: A Byndyu, K Crichard, H de Wit,
E Emberson, I Freeman, R Madden, C O’Connor,
S Slessor, C Whistler, D White.

U10 |
 Netball
The U10 girls are a promising group of
netballers who challenged the U11 girls well
during practices. Although the B team did not
win a match, their losses were extremely close:
6-8 against the College, 4-5 against Richard Pate
and 5-6 against St Edward’s. The highlight of
their season was a draw with the St Edward’s
A team in the RPS tournament. They played
brilliantly and fully deserved the 7-7 scoreline.
Well done!
U10 B Team: H Brown, C Crompton, K Dowds,
E Griffiths, D Harcourt, F Harvey, H Mackay,
R Mackay, F Parkin and L Stewart.
The A team started off with an exciting 5-5
draw against Rendcomb. Wins came against
Hatherop Castle and in a fast and furious

The A team improved as the season went on,
beating Hatherop Castle 4-0 and RPS 4-1 in the
last match of the season.
U10 A Team: V Boddana, V Cooke, B Dunning,
S Griffiths, D Oakley, H Sampson, E Sissons and
M Wrathmell. Well done to all!

U8 | Netball

The U8 girls had a great start to their netball
careers at Berky. The girls played full 7-a-side
matches except for the St Edward’s match. They
tried really hard and all aspects of their game
improved over the season, but what was really
pleasing was their amazing footwork - it was
fantastic!
U8 B Team: E Godding, L Hurcombe, G Johnson,
P Mackintosh, E McLoughlin, I McNeil, F Rayner, I
Rutherford and A Thomas.

U9 | Football

fo ot ba ll st at
s
played won
lost
U11A	 8
3
1
U11B
7
4
3
U11C	 9
4
3
U9
8
6
2
U8
13
8
4
GIRLS	6
4
2

drawn
4
0
2
0
1
0

Archie and Ollie have proved to be a potent
attacking force. Toby and Caelen have been
excellent in terms of work rate and creativity.
It has been a very enjoyable season and the
boys have been a delight to coach. P.Mc.
U11 A Team (all awarded colours): H Barber,
C Campbell, W Cooke, E Clarke, B Gibson,
G Iles, T Minter, A Rendell, O Rendell, E Shaw,
H Sullivan. Outstanding Awards: C Campbell,
T Minter.

U11B | Football
The U11B team had a mixed season. The
boys took a game or two to gel as a team and
each game showed improvement. The striker
partnership of Tom and Bertie worked well
and was very well supported by Sam, James,
Ethan, Jack and Angus in midfield, who used
a mix of skill, tenacity and brute force to win
and keep the ball. The team was marshalled
brilliantly by Ollie A who contributed very
well with free kicks and corners. Toby, Joseph
and Nic in defence made us a difficult team to
score against and Rex made some great saves
showing bravery when stopping shots at point
blank range. All bodes well for next year when
many of the boys will be in Year 6. R.C.
U 11 B Team: O Armstrong, B Bird, J Coley,
R Lewis, J Main, T Martin, N Milne, E O’Yando,
T Perks, S Perris, A Wragg, J Wright.

The boys began with a draw against Richard
Pate and then two losses. We picked ourselves
up to beat Rendcomb and Hatherop and
were pleased to win at both King’s, Gloucester
and King’s, Worcester. Our final fixture was
at Cheltenham College where we played a
number of games with a good mix of wins and
losses. The results have come from the boys’
hard work and positive attitude. They have
played well as a team, trying things they learnt
in training and persevering when games were
tough. Everyone played in different positions,
worked hard and gave it their all.
Rumhann and Rhys were fearless in goal for the
A team, saving some really challenging shots and
Charlie and George were rock solid in defence.
Adam, James and Charlton were impressive
with their team play and Jack and Benji scored
some brilliant goals.
For the U9 B team, James E has been
industrious in every match and Will, Archie
and George have made some superb tackles
- they’ve all persevered and never given up.
James C-G showed particularly good dribbling
against St Edward’s. Benjamin has been a solid
and reliable defender and Eliot really improved
this season. Well done to all the boys on the
progress - I know that next year we will have
fantastic U10 teams. D.B.
U9 A Team: R Campbell, G de Burgh-Thomas,
J Ellis, R Loffhagen, C Makins, J Paterson, A Ryder,
J Shaw, O Wiles, C van Staden.
U9 B Team: E Atkinson, J Carder-Geddes, J Ellis,
B Jenkins, G Lockwood, A Mills, W Parkin, O Wiles.

U8 | Football

We finished the season with 8 straight victories,
following a very tough start. On a rain soaked,
heavy pitch, St Edward’s were too strong for us,
as were our next opponents, Wycliffe. A draw
against Hatherop was cruelly snatched away
at the death, before a well-deserved draw at

King’s, Worcester. It was at this point all of the
hard work in training began to show as we beat
Cheltenham College in 6 out of 6 matches.
This was followed up by 2 wins against Richard
Pate, giving the boys a solid basis to push on
next year. Finlay was the engine at the heart of
the midfield, often feeding balls through to our
prolific forward, Luke.
Noah was rock solid in defence and used Finian,
our tricky winger, to good effect. Euan, who
has developed a shot which would scare most
‘keepers was backed up by the brave tackling
of Andrew and George. Oscar and Harry are
both extremely versatile. Jensen proved equally
comfortable in midfield or attack and Ed’s
positional play and use of the ball developed as
the season progressed. Well done, boys - the
final results mirrored the dedication throughout
the season! A.K.
U8 Team: O Afseth, J Ayland, F Cooper,
H Dowds, L Flexman, E Macnish, F Mansell-King,
A Perris, G Rea, E Stewart, N Wheaton.

GIRLS | Football

Our girls’ football team enjoyed great success at
the Cheltenham Schools’ Tournament, playing a
fantastic series of matches in the group stages
to reach the next round unbeaten - played 4,
won 4, scored 11 goals and conceded none. It
was a remarkable performance. Sadly, we were
narrowly defeated in the semi-final but the girls
should be proud to have finished 4th out of 20
schools. The girls worked brilliantly as a team in
all of the matches. Poppy was brave and athletic
in goal, Rowan and Lola were feisty in defence
and the midfield and attack combinations of
Caitlin, Emily, Sophie, Katie, Izzy and Elli provided
energy and skill, as well as lots of goals.
Well done to all for a fantastic effort. P. Mc.
Colours awarded to the whole team: E Collins,
I Fletcher, C Green, K Lillywhite, R Mackay,
P Mills, S Paulus, L Stewart, E Wiles.

Back page
events

l
a
i
c
e
p
S
s
s
e
h
C
“You sit at the board and suddenly your heart leaps. Your hand trembles
to pick up the piece and move it. But what chess teaches you is that
you must sit there calmly and think about whether it’s really
a good idea and whether there are other, better ideas.”
Stanley Kubrick - film director and chess player.
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hess is very important at Berkhampstead.
The school team is tremendously
successful, with two trophies won this season
alone. The lunchtime clubs are thriving with lots
of children enjoying this superb game.
The Summer term will see Year 2 start their
Berky chess journeys, while the older children
have House Chess and the annual School

versus Staff match in the calendar. There’s plenty
to look forward to. M.C.
Musketeers Chess Club - Gloucestershire’s
largest and longest-running junior chess club is now using Berkhampstead as its Friday
evening base and we are delighted to have
them here. There are already strong links

between the school and Musketeers with many
current and former pupils attending club nights
regularly and Adrian Bird - a Berky dad - helping
to run the club. The move to Berkhampstead
will benefit both organisations and cement an
already cordial relationship. If you would like
more details about Musketeers, please visit
www.musketeersjuniorchess.com

www.berkhampsteadschool.co.uk
Berkhampstead School, Pittville Circus Road, Cheltenham, GLOucestershire GL52 2QA
Telephone: 01242 523263 Email: office@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk

